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Japanese Demand for Crude Oil Exceeds Supply 
421300446 Jakarta SUARA KARYA in Indonesian 
28 Dec 88 p I! 


[Text] Tokyo (ANTARA/REUTER)—The supply of 
Indonesian crude oil to Japan in January 1989 will be 
less than demand, as also occurred in December 1988, 
oil industry sources in Tokyo said on Tuesday [27 
December]. 


The Indonesian national oil company, Pertamina, on 
Monday allocated an oil supply to Japan for January of 
about 360,000 barrels per day through two Japanese oil 
companies affiliated with Pertamina. 


The two affiliates, Far East Oil Trading and Japan 
Indonesia Oil, have submitted requests to Pertamina for 
increases in the allocation. 


Supplies of several types of Indonesian crude oil, includ- 
ing Cinta, Minas, Lalang, Bima, Duri, and Arun conden- 
sate, are very tight, the sources said. 


Requests for Indonesian crude oil in Japan are very 
strong, primarily for the Cinta and Minas types, because 
several Japanese electric power companies use heavy 
crude oil as fuel for tors used to compensate for 
the shortage of electricity resulting from declines in 
power from damaged nuclear plants. 


On the Tokyo cash market, most sellers of Indonesian 
crude oil are offering it for January shipment at $0.50 to 
$1.00 higher than Pertamina prices for that month. 


Pertamina set the price of its principal crude oil, Minas, 
for January at $15.00 per barrel, up from $12.50 per 
barrel for December, or $2.56 less than the official 
selling price. 

It is still not clear whether Pertamina will be able to 
comply with the requests of Japanese buyers to increase 
+ supply for January, the Japanese oil industry sources 


Pertamina had increased its allocated supply to Japan 
for December to 320,000 barrels per day from the 
previous 230,000 barrels per day through the affiliated 
companies, they said. 


Several consumers of Indonesian crude oil have begun to 
seek supplies for January on the cash market. 


Minister Outlines Maritime Services Pro*- ‘‘on 
4213004 1b Jakaria KOMPAS in Indonesian 
16 Dec 88 p I 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS—The government has prom- 
ised to provide implementation instructions for the Sea 
Communications Package (PAKNOV 21! 


Deregulation 
[Package of 21 November]), which guarantees protection 
of national commercial shipping companies from foreign 
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pressures, continuance of existing routes in the archipel- 
ago, and the specification of lease rates for foreign ships 
under a charter and leasing system. Minister of Commu- 
nications Azwar Anas made this statement in an official 
meeting with the DPP [Central Executive Council] of the 
National Commercial Shipping Association (DPP INSA) 
in Jakarta on Monday night, 12 December. 


“We are relieved, because the government's promise 
removes all anxiety over the possibility of problems 
resulting from misinterpretation of PAKNOV 21,” the 
general chairman of DPP INSA, Hartoto Hardikusumo, 
told KOMPAS at the first day's program of the MUNAS 
[National Conference] of KADIN [Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry] at the Horison Hote!, Jakarta, on 
Thursday [15 December]. 


Details of the implementation instructions still must 
await the results of a meeting between DPP INSA and 
Director General for Sea Communications J.E. Habibie 
and his staff. 


Problems referred to by INSA with regard to the imple- 
mentation of PAKNOV 21 include the good possibility 
that foreign capital could get into national commercial 
shipping and hide behind the names of national shipping 
companies that are not bona fide. 


INSA believes that PAKNOV 21 is an expression of 
government faith in national commercial shipping com- 
panies, which the government considers now mature 
enough to solve all shipping problems throughout Indo- 
nesian waters. “This is an accurate view, because com- 
mercial shipping companies have been developing since 
PP [Government Regulation] 2 of 1969 was issued and 
have increased in maturity from day to day,” said the 
former Navy officer. 


Nevertheless, the implementation of PAKNOV 21, 
which opens various opportunities for each businessman 
in national shipping, must still be accompanied by 
detailed implementation instructions. Any Indonesian 
citizen, for example, who has control of a ship under the 
Indonesian flag may get a shipping business license. 


“Don't misinterpret this policy. For, if you do, foreign 
capital can indeed get in and hide behind the Indonesian 
flag while national shipping businessmen who use that 
foreign capital would serve merely as puppets managed 
from overseas,” he said seriously. 


Then, what would be the fate of national shipping 
businessmen who risk all their capital without any for- 
cign support? “Very difficult. They will be fortunate if 
they sll have reserve capital so that they can move to 
some other field of business. If not, they will have to 
close down their companies,” said Hartoto. 
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National Interest 


INSA has never hoped that such a situation will occur, 
but it is in the national interest that all problems be 
prevented from the outset. 


“INSA openly and sincerely thanks the government, 
because the implementation instructions detailing all 
policies incorporated in PAKNOV 21 will be a guideline 
for action by all national commercial shipping compa- 
nies,” said the general chairman of the DPP INSA. 


In reply to a KOMPAS question before leaving Jakarta 

last Tuesday [13 December] to inspect navigation bea- 

cons in the Strait of Malacca, J.E. Habibie said, “I am 

oa with concepts for carrying out PAKNOV 21 in 
il.” 


All ship shortage problems will be resolved by the 
State-Owned Enterprise (BUMN) fleet. “If the PT [Lim- 
ited Company] PELNI [National Shipping] fleet is inad- 
equate, there is still the Bahtera Adhiguna fleet. If that is 
still not enough, there are the fleets of PT Djakarta Lloyd 
and other BUMN’s. The point is, don’t be afraid. The 
government will continue to do its duty consistently,” 


Thus, there is no need for concern that certain routes in 
Indonesian waters will be empty. “I have handed over 
the organization of this to INSA, which has full respon- 
sibility for it. Cheating will of course result in penalties,” 
he said. 


PAKNOV 21, which will go into effect on | January 
1989, automatically counts on shipping companies to 
solve their own problems. “As an official organization, 
INSA will of course continue to be a guide for all 
national commercial shipping companies,” Habibie 


He therefore asked that all shipping companies perform 
their duties seriously in accordance with the joint deci- 
sion made in INSA. “If routes are established, don't 
cheat on them. If someone is observed merely once 
running from his responsibility without a logical reason, 
we will not hesitate to penalize him by canceling his 
operating permit,” declared Habibie. 


Speaker Inaugurates New Parliament Members 
4213004 1a Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
15 Dec 88 p 8 


[Text] Jakarta, ANTARA—The chairman of the DPR 
[Parliament/MPR [People’s Consultative Assembly}, 
M. Kharis Suhud, on Wednesday morning [14 Decem- 
ber] inaugurated 12 members of the DPR/MPR and 5 
new members of the MPR at the DPR/MPR Building at 
Senayan, Jakarta. All DPR/MPR leaders and a nuraber 
of DPR members from cach faction attended. 
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The DPR/MPR chairman said at the inauguration that 
the replacement of DPR/MPR members was for the 
purpose of imoroving quality, responsibility, and disci- 
pline in order to spur fulfillment of constitutional duties. 


Of the 12 DPR/MPR members inaugurated, || were 
from the PDI Faction as replacements for colleagues who 
had been recalled, and one replaced Brigadier General 
Ibrahim Saleh of the ABRI Faction. 


The newly i DPR members are as follows: 
Colonel (Infantry) H. Azhim Zahim (ABRI Faction), 
replacing Brig Gen Ibrahim Saleh; Teuku M. Yusuf Ali; 
Dr M. Syafei Aly Gumay; Drs Popo Sonadar Haroen; R. 
Djaya Winatakusumah, Edwin H. Soekawati; Tengku D. 
Muzir, SH [Master of Laws}; F.X.R. Mulyahadipurwaka; 
Soewardi Wiryaatmadja;, Adipranoto; Djenny Suharso, 
SH; and Parulian Silalahi (PDI Faction). 


The following were inaugurated as members of the MPR: 
Drs B.J.M. Malawau, BCHK [Bachelor of Law]; Drs 
Supardan, MA; Djawawi H.Y.A.; and Nana Mulyana 
Sukanta, all of the PDI faction. 


Another newly inaugurated MPR member was Nugroho, 

who replaces Aswismarmo, former secretary-general © 

the Department of Home Affairs and now Indonesian 
ambassador to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 


Kharis Suhud said the national legislative program is 
important, in order that all necessary legislation can be 
realized as we prepare to “take off.” 


The program however, on the “enthusiasm” 
and “political will” of the creators of legislation, said the 
DPR/MPR chairman. 


Sudharmono: Consolidate KADIN Issues 
4213004 1c Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
16 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS—The vice-president hopes 
that, in accordance with KADIN [Charater of Com- 
merce and Industry} Law | of 1987, the first KADIN 
MUNAS [National Conference] will produce organiza- 
tional consolidation that will accomplish the 
KADIN objectives specified in the law. These objectives 
are the development and expansion of its capabilities 
and operations and its support for the interests of 
Indonesian businessmen in state, cooperative, and pri- 
vate business sectors. 


Vice-President [WAPRES] Sudharmono, SH [Master of 
Laws], expressed the government's hopes when he 
opened the Indonesian KADIN MUNAS Thursday 

[15 December] at the Vice-Presidential Palace 
on oo oie Selatan Street, Jakarta. 


“It should be emphasized, therefore, that we hope each 
action KADIN takes will, from one aspect, guide all its 


members toward incorporating and practicing principles 
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of business and economic life that are in accord with 
Article 33 of the 1945 Constitution. From another 
aspect, each action should make it possible for all its 
members, which make up the world of business, to 
participate in national development in an effective and 
most extensive way,” the WAPRES said. 


Putting Article 33 of the 1945 Constitution into effect 
means, among other things, the implementation of an 
economic life based on the family principle, which will 
foster economic democracy. This is contrary to liberal 
and capitalistic principles, where there is competition 
and unrestricted, mutually destructive freedom of busi- 
ness, with all its negative implications. 


The provision of opportunity for effective and extensive 
participation in business means restraining and abolish- 
ing excessive regulation, which is statist and centralist 
movement of economic players. Such opportunity is for 
the purpose of conducting and expanding business 
_— the framework of improving national economic 
ife. 


Openness 


The WAPRES said KADIN must be an open organiza- 
tion and must open itself to every Indonesian business- 
man, so that every businessman involved can feel the 
benefit of the existence of KADIN and hence feel he 
participates in owning such a needed vehicle. 


“This is consistent with KADIN’s function as a vehicle 
for communication and consultation among Indonesian 
businessmen, who represent private, BUMN [state- 
owned enterprise], and cooperative businesses, and with 
the government on matters of trade, industry, and 
service,” the WAPRES said. 


Similarly, the actions and positions of KADIN or its 
directors should truly reflect correct and stable policies. 
In this way, such actions and positions will be in line 
with policies followed by the government for expanding 
participation of the business world in economic devel- 
opment. 


With regard to the various deregulation and debureau- 
cratization policies recently set by the government, Sud- 
harmono said the government hopes that through 
KADIN these important policies will be accepted in a 
truly positive way. The government also hopes they will 
be used in the best possible way by the business world to 
stimulate move economic expansion in every sector. 


“Thus, the desired targets can be reached through these 
various goverment policies. These targets include 
expanded job opportunities, more nonoil exports, and 
more extensive capital investment. The economic targets 
of PELITA [5-year Development] V can then be 
achieved as we progress toward the phase of taking off 
into PELITA VI,” said the WAPRES. 
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Sudharmono Cites Importance of Pesantren to 


42130042a Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
22 Dec 88 p 3 


[Text] Magelang, KOMPAS—The pesantren [Islamic 

boarding school] has had a very big role in the nation’s 

endeavor to maintain and expand development, which 

comprises qualitative improvement in various sectors 

a ene 
success. 


Vice-President Sudharmono, SH [Master of Laws], said 
this when he i the Third Congress of the 
Rabithah Ma’‘ahid Islamiyah (NU [Nahdatul Ulama— 
Muslim Scholars League] Pesantren Association) at the 
Watucongol Darussalam Pesantren, Muntilan, Mage- 
lang, on Saturday night [17 December]. Central Java 
Governor Ismail and NU PB [Central Executive Coun- 
cil] Chairman Abdurrahman Wahid also greeted the 
congress. 


Practical Benefit 


Sudharmono said that the pesantren, which grew and 
spread in the midst of the community and was originally 
known as a religious institution, has now widely devel- 
oped into an educational institution that not only pro- 
vides religious instruction for implanting faith and devo- 
tion toward God but also integrates such teaching with 
fit of its Muslim students. “That step has truly repre- 
sented progress, and the benefit of it is increasingly felt 
in the practical life of the community,” he stated. 


With the development of the pesantren toward becoming 
an educational institution possessing balance and har- 
mony between religious and practical education, it is 
expected to play a big role in giving substance to national 
development by building the complete person. 


“The development of the pesantren into what we now 
see became evident after the birth of the New Order, 
after our nation unanimously decided to practice Panca- 
sila and the 1945 Constitution purely and consistently. 
Its progress widened even further after our nation in 
1983 accepted Pancasila as the sole principle of commu- 
nity, nation, and state,” Sudharmono said to the 500 
congress participants, invited guests, and NU members 
who filled the Watucongol Darussalam Pesantren. 


With the development of the pesantren as a religious 
educational institution increasingly in harmony with 
community educational and service institutions, it can 
be expected that progress in the community will be more 
quickly achieved and will be more evenly distributed, 
resulting in the acccleration of national development. 


It is expected that the pesantren, as a part of community 
renewal and development, will be able to expand in a 
fully dynamic way that is sensitive to community needs 
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and developments. However fast and strong the renewal 
and development movement may be, it must continue to 
focus on the personality of the nation. It is a nation 
founded on Pancasila and one that is socialistic and 


religious. 


The pesantren can implement development like that, 
said Sudharmono, for the pesantren possesses spiritual 
capital and strength, and these constitute its identity. Its 
strength is its Islamic religious teachings, which are the 
souice of motivation for the development of a humanity 
with character and noble culture. 


Since the leaders and prominent figures of the pesantren 
are Islamic scholars. who not only are specialists in 
religion but are also people with a perspective on the 
nation and on broad development, the pesantren will 
continue to live and expand in the midst of the commu- 
nity and will also be an institution for the development 
of peonle who will meet the needs and challenges of the 
era, Sudharmono said. 


Inseparable 


Abdurrahman Wahid pointed out that the Rabithah 
Ma’ahid Islamiyah is an autonomous body in the sphere 
of NU organizations. The pesantren is a pillar of the life 
of the NU itself. There is an inseparable, symbiotic 
relationship between the NU and the pesantren. “As 
people say, the NU is a big pesantren, and a pesantren is 
a small NU,” said Abdurrahman Wahid, who is nick- 
named “Gus Dur.” 


He added that the pesantren is a Third World model of 
pure education originating in its own nation and is a 
facility for the nation’s endeavor to improve its quality 
of life and thus by the blessing of God achieve justice and 
prosperity based on Pancasila and the 1945 Constitu- 
tion. 


K.H. [Islamic scholar and pilgrim] Munasir, chairman of 
the Congress Committee of the Rabithah Ma‘ahid Isla- 
miyah, explained in his report that the purpose of the 
congress was to expand the service of the pesantren to 
the community and the role of the pesantren in improv- 
ing the quality of the Islamic community by making the 
pesantren an Islamic cultural institution. 


After the opening program, participants listened to 
speeches by Minister of Religion Munawir Sjadzali, MA, 
and Attorney General Sukarton Marmosudjono. The 
minister of religion emphasized the need for the private 
sector, including the pesantren, to train Islamic scholars. 
The attorney general focused on recent examples of 
contemporary thinking, among other things. 


The Third Congress of the Rabithah Ma’ahid Islamiyah 
was held from 17 to 21 December. The First Congress 
was held in 1954, the year in which the NU Pesantren 
Association was formed. The Second Congress was held 
in 1984. 
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Besides formulating a work program for the next 5 years, 
the congress was to elect new directors. K.H. Najib A. 
Wahab, chairman of the Rabithah Ma’‘ahid Islamiyah for 
the current term, died last year, and the chairman's 
duties were performed by Deputy Chairman K.H. Sho- 
hib Bisri. 


Navy Completes Social Service Operation in East 
Indonesian Waters 


42130044a Jakaria ANGKATAN BERSENJATA in 
Indonesian 24 Dec 88 p 10 


[Excerpts] Surabaya, ANGKATAN BERSENJATA— 
The TNI-AL [Indonesian Navy] social service exercise, 
Operation Surya Bhaskara Jaya XV, which lasted for 
about 50 days in the waters of East Indonesia, came to an 
end on Monday [19 December] and was closed by the 
commander of the Eastern Fleet (ARMATIM) Battle 
Group, Commodore Ketut Wirasata, at the Irian Pier, 


Halong, Ambon. [passage omitted] 


TNI-AL Chief of Staff [KASAL] Admiral R. Kasenda 
said in written remarks read by Commodore Ketut 
Wirasata at the closing ceremony that Operation Surya 
Bhaskara Jaya XV was another facet in the actualization 
of ABRI solidarity with the people. 


Its objective was to improve the conditions of the 
community while at the same time developing national 
potential into a state maritime defense and security force 
in the framework of national resilience. 


The KASAL said that the TNI-AL in cooperation with 
local governments helped people in isolated locations, 
primarily those that are hard to reach in the Southeast 
Moluccas and in Inan Jaya, where emphasis was put on 


places inhabited by the Asmat people. 


Activities included expanding the general knowledge of 
the people through giving information and guidance on 
health, spiritual matters, ideology, patriotism, and 
national development, in addition to conducting other 
supportive activities. 


Motivation 


The KASAL said it is hoped that basically this operation 
in the Moluccas and Irian Jaya will motivate the local 
people to develop their capability and determination to 
resist any threat or negative influence. 


It is also hoped that this operation will create social 
conditions that are beneficial to the implementation of 
regional development. Within the national sphere, the 
creation of such conditions is the initial form of national 
resilience, which is very important to the realization of a 
defense and security system for all the people. 
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He said that through such approaches the TNI-AL is 
always seeking close ties with the people, while at the 
same time giving attention to them and motivating them 
to improve their standard of living and the level of their 
active involvement as citizens in their development as a 
complete human society. 


The KASAL also took the occasion to ask that informa- 
tion obtained in the operation, especially pertaining to 
health and ideology, be analyzed and evaluated as input 
or feedback to the government. The data should also be 
considered in the planning and preparation for the next 


Report on 1989 Irian Jaya Oil Explorations 
42130042b Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 


23 Dec 88 p 2 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS—The Petromer Trend Corpo- 
ration (PTC), a Pertamina [National Oil and Gas Com- 
pany] production-sharing contractor operating in the 
Bird’s Head region of Irian Jaya, plans to drill four 
exploration wells in 1989 as part of its effort to expand 
oil and gas reserves in its area. PTC began operations in 
the Bird's Head region on 15 October 1970 on a land 
area of 51,508 square kilometers. 


Santoso, PTC production manager and field chief, said 
last week in Irian Jaya that the drillings will be made 
because usable oil and gas reserves there are becoming 
increasingly slim. The volume of water to be discarded 
every day has become too great in comparison to the 
amount of oil being produced. Water content has now 
reached about 98 percent. 


“PTC can maintain management of a well with water 
content up to 99.5 percent as long as the oil price can be 
kept at $17 per barrel. if it drops below that, we must 
abandon the well,” he said. He added that the crude oil 
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the company produces, which is a mixture with other oils 
and is called Walio Mix, now has an official government 
price of $17.86 per barrel. Most of this crude oil is sold 
to the Philippines. 

PTC now has nine producing fields with an average daily 
capacity of 24,761 barrels: Cendrawasih, Jaya, Kasim, 
West Kasim, North Kasim, Walio, Moi, Arar, and Kia- 
lin. Because of falling prices, however, field production 
has been cut to 15,000 barrels per day. To produce that 
much oil, 1.2 to 1.4 million barrels of water has to be 
brought up every day. 


From the time production first started until now, 
258,165,000 barrels of oil per day [as published] have 
been obtained from these fields. and the water pumped 
up » ith the oil has reached more than 3.7 billion bavrels. 


Number of Wells 


According to Santoso, PTC has drilled 80 explovation 
wells and 412 exploitation wells since 1972. Of these 4°¢ 
[as published] wells, 312 have produced oil, and 64 were 
dry. 


Production wells are distributed as follows: Walio, 230 
wells with a capacity of 15,571 barrels per day; Kasim, 
42 wells with a capacity of 4,658 barrels per day; Jaya, 12 
wells with a capacity of 1,332 barrels per day; Cendra- 
wasih, 18 wells with a capacity of 1,903 barrels per day. 
North Kasim, 2 wells with a capacity of 89 barrels per 
day, West Kasim, | well with a capacity of 480 barrels 
per day; Moi, 5 wells with a capacity of 238 barrels per 
day, Arar, | well with a capacity of 98 barrels of 
condensate per day; and Kialin, | well with a capacity of 
392 barrels of condensate per day. 


Santoso is confident that oil reserves in Irian Jaya are 
still considerable, alt not all have been uncovered 
by the explorations so far. Therefore, PTC 
optimistically plans to drill four new wells in 1989. 


Experience has shown that oil drilling in Irian Jaya still 
has substantial attraction for investment. The cost of 
drilling one such well is very low, merely $200,000 to 
$300,000. On rocky land or off shore, the cost of drilling 
one well can reach millions of dollars. 























it in the MIC party as long as | am 


“There will be no 
he stated. 


He said, “We now know the loud charges that | had no 
support were not true, because it is clear that | do have 


support in the party.” 


He considers Datuk S.S. Subramaniam's action in leav- 
ing the Central Working Committee (CWC) meeting last 
night a routine matter that has wothing to do with the 
progress of the party. 


“Our country is a democratic country, and it is up to him 
whether to attend or leave a meeting. We are not going to 
take any disciplinary action against him,” Datuk Samy 
explained. 


Meanwhile, former MIC Vice-President Pandithan, who 
was dismissed yesterday; said he will make a full state- 
ment on his dismissal soon. 


The parliamentary secretary of the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry said he felt very sad, however, over the 
action taken against him. 





He said, “I regret that the dismissal was made within a 
period of 10 minutes, although | have served the party 
for more than 20 years.” 

He did not reject the possibility that he will appeal the 
action in addition to meeting with Prime Minister Datuk 
Sen Dr Mahathir Mohamad to determine his status in 
the party 

When whether he would join or form another 


E 
it 
i 
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These three units will be controlled by the signal 
regiment and the Tekekom specialist signal regiment. 


personnel, said the units were estab!ished 
in with the expansion and reorganization pro- 
gram for these two regiments. 


will support army units in the battle front forward zone. 
Members of this brigade will be dropped from the air 


Datuk Ahmad said the brigade signal squadron also will 
function as a unit that operates in an area controlled by 
the enemy. 


“This vnit will be supported by members of the armored 
vehicle unit and two infantry battalions to form a strong 
bulwark for defense,” he said. 


will consist of two battalions of armored vehicles and an 
infantry battalion. These units will also provide air and 
sea support as required. 


“Under the expansion and renovation . the 
signal regiment requires an additional to 450 men 
cach year. This regiment now has 350 officers and 6,000 
other ranks,” he said. 














ext] Malaysia will achieve an economic growth rate of 
.2 percent and not the 7.4 percent forecast by the 
Treasury, according to the Malaysian Economic 
Research Institute (MIER). 


MALAYSIA 


The MIER also predicted a 7.; percent growth rate for 
1989 compared with the Treasury's calculation of 6.5 


percent. 


In its White Paper, Datuk Kamal Salih, MIER's exccu- 
tive director, said the MIER recalculated its July forecast 
of a 7 percent growth rate of 1988 and 5 percent for 
1989. 


The more optimistic forecast is based on the achieve- 
ments of exports which were brighter compared with the 
July forecast which was less optimistic and firm, princi- 
pally with regard to manufactured goods. 


recorded better gains, and there were signs that private 
sector expenditures would be the major support for 
growth in the next few years. 


Datuk Kamal said the MIER quarterly survey of trade 
and consumer confidence in the economy showed that 
private investors had increasing confidence in the eco- 
nomic shuation, causing invesiment and consumer 
expenditures to rise because of the availability of high 
expendable income. 
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Coiumnist Analyzes Strength, Sincerity of Senate 
Nationalists 

42000057g Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 30 Nov 88 p 4 


[Column by Adrian E. Cristobal: “Commentary in The 
Breakfast Table.” “Recto’s Children”) 


[Text] Before we uncork the bottle of California cham- 


Philipp 
Claro M. Recto’s intellectual and moral children. (And 
Recto’s partner in the nationalist crusade.) 


They have read a book called Little Brown Brother and 


have taken positions abcut the U.S. role in our history 
long before they were launched into a political career. 
See ne Sa dice ie ie ae teen ae 
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18 that they are not casiiy susceptible to 


nuclear weapons in the bases as well as the bases then- 
selves. 
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But they have 1000 days in which to defend and propa- 
gate thes; cause, a cause that 1s by no mean: lost in spite 
of the numbers. They have the eloquent voices, and what 
iS important, national reason on their side. 


What they should constitute themselves into now is a 
Party of Reason, crossing over party-lines, for their party 
is the only party now existing which has a true agenda for 
the nation. The others do the usual obeisance to the 
political, economic, and social reforms, tales told by an 
idiot, signifying nothing. 


But their resolutions on the nuclear weapons and the 
bases are the serious formulations of a politics which 
take the Filipino people's welfare seriously. The rest are 
trappings designed to divert the uniformed and manip- 
ulated. 


It is even a blessing that popular surveys tend to show 
them in the minority. They have been given a glimpse of 
the enemy. They will not be so blind not to know what 
they have to do for the duration of their term. 


There is no place or forum now where the serious 
Filipinos can go for their political education, not in any 
branch, agency, or instrumentality of government. But 
Recto’s children have reservoirs of support among those 
who carried the brunt of the struggle for just causes 
during the Marcos era. Some of the champions have 
since forgotten their origins, but many are still faithful. 


What the senators should do now 1s renew their relation- 
ships with the cause-onented grovps which they have all 
but abandoned in their new found responsibilities. 
Human rights, the ecology, consumer rights, sovereignty 
and independence, are issues more critical now precisely 
because the Scapcegcat has been driven out and replaced 
by many more manipulators. 
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Let them not forget in their power what the reason for its 
quest was. 


For that is the main charge against Recto’s children. It is 
a false charge. They have not forgotten. They are adjust- 
ing to their new situation. 


A thousand days is enough for the period of adjustment. 
Comes new the serious work of independence. 


Daily Analyzes Relations Between Aquino, 


Bureaucracy j 
42000057¢ Quezon City MALAYA in English 
4 Dec 88 p 2 


[Article by Rafael U. Macaspac: “Love-Hate Affair— 
Aquino and the Bureaucracy”] 


[Text] A love-hate relationship exists between the 
Aquino president and the bureaucracy. 


A P-S billion salary increase will be granted to govern- 
ment employees in 1989—a windfall that will be wel- 
comed by civil servants. 


At the same time, however, Mrs. Aquino has indirectly 
indicted the bureaucracy when, in a recent speech, she 
suggested that graft and corruption exists only in the 
administrative service and not on the highest levels of 
her government. 


The relationship between Mrs. Aquino and the bureau- 
cracy is a continuing struggle and conflict, says Dr. 
Ledivina V. Carino, a professor at the University of the 
Philippines’ College of Public Administration. 


It began when Mrs. Aquino promised a large number of 
government employees who had supported her against 
the authoritarian regime that she would “retain everyone 
in government whose personal performance meets the 
standards the job requires.” 


But in an attempt to purge the bureaucracy of Marcos’s 
men, she removed the security of tc-wre of all incumbent 


personnel. 
“It’s a shotgun marriage,” says Carino of the situation. 


Alex Bello Brillantes Jr., director of the publications 
office of the UP College of Public Administration, notes 
that “the Aquino Government, which vowed to bring 
back democracy to the country, has had to work with a 
civil service ‘tainted’ by elements of the past regime.” 


Carino estimates that 10,000 bureaucrats were removed 
during the Aquino government's effort to purify the 
bureaucracy. Constitutional commissioner Blas Ople, 
however, says 60,000 to 200,000 of 1.3 million civil 
servants were purged. 
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In a paper “Bureaucracy for Democracy,” Carino says 
there is “the disillusionment of finding new or recycled 
officials showing a Marcosian capacity to abuse, misuse 
or profit from their possession of or proximity to 
power.” 


Some explanations for the continuation of abuse and 
graft are traceable to the Aquino government, observes 
Carino. 


First, is the President’s disinclination to use power 
unless forced to do so. “Her honesty has not been 
matched by the political will to punish the corrupt. She 
has avoided direct confrontation with erring officials, 
despite rising complaints and even documented 
reports.” 


Second, the enforcement of both preventive measures 
and prusecutory means is missing. 


Third, the President is too preoccupied with the past. 
Criticisms continue to be deflected to the Marcos period. 
The Presidential Commission on Good Government's 
efforts to recover Marcos’s wealth were not matched by 
public accounting of what were seized when the Aquino 
team came in, and procedures were not followed to 
ensure accountability for the assets and revenues the 
whole government had since collected and expanded, 
observes Carino. 


Fourth, the government appears more worried about 
corruption in the civil service than in the political 
leadership. “Implicit trust was placed on high-ranking 
newcomers and returning politicians, while pre-auditing 
and similar controls were reinstituted to straitjacket the 
bureaucracy,” Carino says. 


“The managerial approach to battling corruption focuses 
on the errors of lower-level employees, at a time whe. 
they are already beset by threats of removal. Yet, they 
have not been given, by example, clear guidelines of the 
kind of behavior they should exemplify and the kind of 
punishments they would receive if they strayed. 


“As it is, civil servants feel that the hunt is again only for 
the small fry.” 


Carino adds: “Demaroosification will come from the 
continuation of this struggle, as the political leadership 
begins to recognize that its actions toward the bureau- 
cracy are not simply the work of a superior over a 
subordinate, but become a mirror of the substance of its 
democracy. 


“As it denies due process, fairness and equity to the 
bureaucracy, the government may make it difficult for 
the bureaucracy to extend those democratic procedures 
and criteria to the larger society.” 
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She suggests that the lead should be taken by the admin- 
istration, “which must articulate its vision for the society 
it has brought out of the dictatorship. This vision will tell 
the civil servants what they are responsible for, beyond 
their concerns for incentives, stability and day-to-day 
requirements and will thus enable the civil service to 
move closer to becoming a bureaucracy.” 


Muslim Traders to 
I Enraged, Appeal to Aquino on 


Aquino Customs Seizure 
42000056a Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 
2 Dec 88 pp 1,4 


[First article of a two-part series by Joe Umali: “Suks of 
Quiapo Are Locking Up”] 


[Text] Para na kaming pinapatay nilabakit, dahil kami'y 
Moslem! (As if they are killing us—why, is it because we 
are Moslem.) 


Thus did Haja Mina Laurente, a Maguindanao viajera 
[long distance, small scale traders], speak in anger. 


Her rage comes from what she called an “economic 
genocide” —the killing of the barter trade. 


Today the commerce that thrived in Zamboanga and 
Quiapo is on the way out. Says Jadja Tita Jawali, a 
Maranao: “Tomorrow, patay na [dead].” 


Haja Tita is one of 62 barter traders who had asked 
President Aquino to take a closer look at what's happen- 
ing in the barter trade. 


Last Nov. 12, they sent this letter to Mrs. Aquino: 


“This is a reaction to your pronouacement in a television 
newscast that ‘barter trade goods out of the barter zone 
are smuggled goods, and should be confiscated.’ 


“Madam President, when you opposed former President 
Marcos, we supported you on your promise to restore 
democracy in the country. You pledged to uphold the 
rule of law, and we believed you. You declared war 
against grafters and corrupt public officials, and we 
hoped for that time to come. 


“The recent developments in the entire bureaucracy of 
the country today, however, compel us to believe that the 
meanings of constitutional guaranties (sic) and the time- 
honored doctrines have become obscure. It is pathetic 
that you have often been fed with inaccurate information 
and distorted advice. 


“Your Excellency, we sincerely believe that your govern- 
ment truly respects the rule of law as you have repeatedly 
assured the general public. 
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“We entrust our future and our dreams to your capabil- 
ities in upholding the established legal precepts that must 
always prevail in a civilized society.” 


But what the viajeras are saying on their own are the 
words of anger. Says Tita Jawali: “We will join the 
NPAs, we will, we will.” 


Says Hadja Mina Laurente: “Talagang masama ang 
nangyayari, Pag may sunog sa Luzon, nagbibigay ang 
gobyerno, pag sa Jolo - wala.” (Its really bad, if some- 
thing happens in Luzon, the government helps, but not 
in Jolo.) 


“Pero ang hindi namin matanggap ay ang pagkonpiska 
ng aming barter goods. Hindi kami smugglers, kami ay 
maliliit na traders na nagbiabiaje ng barter goods.” (But 
what we cannot accept is the seizure of our goods. We are 
not smugglers, we are small traders.) 


These goods from the Barter Trade centers in Jolo and 
Zamboanga were seized by agents of the Coast Guard 
and the Bureau of Customs on their arrival at North 
Harbor last Feb. 20 and 22. 


Last month the viajeras filed a formal complaint before 
the Ombudsman against Customs Commissioner Salva- 
dor Mison. This complaint, according to Bonifacio Alen- 
tajan, the trader’s lawyer, stemmed from the alleged 
release of some P8 million worth of their barter goods 
valued at P18 million to Bigay Puso, a charity organiza- 
tion. 


Alentajan said, at a press conference, that Bigay Puso 
officials, led by Margie Juico, wife of Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Philip Juico, and Julie de Leon, wife of Air 
Force Gen. Francisco de Leon, “through Mison’s order, 
withdrew the goods from ihe customs warehouse without 
any legal basis and hauled out P8 million worth of goods 
on board 1410-wheel trucks to a warehouse at Villamor 
Air Base for alleged distribution to victims of typhoon 
Unsang.” 


It was seizure and disposal done “without due process of 
law,” says lawyer Alentajan. The Moslem viajeras were 
less inclined to talk about the law. They spoke of a 
political backlash. 


Says Hadja Mina Laurente: “Tingnan natin sa 1992. 
Noong 1986, Cory, Cory kami. Ngayon hindi na. Mabuti 
pa si (deposed President Marcos), kinarga pa kami.” 
(Let's see in 1992. In 1986, we were Cory, Cory. Now, no 
more.) 


In 1973, Marcos issued Presidential Decree No. 93, 
which declared: 
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—It is a tradition that bonafide Filipino resident traders 
in the Sulu archipelago and Zamboanga del Sur by 
reason of geographical proximity, historical and social 
ties, are from time immemorial engaged in commer- 
cial intercourse with neighboring islands. 


—Majority of the people living in those areas depend 
upon such trade as their principal means of livelihood 
and source of income. 


During the Marcos years, the trade in barter goods 
flourished—and Quiapo became host to a growing com- 
munity of traders who sometimes greet a customer, his 
hand on heart, with As-salam, aleikum (Peace be upor 
you). Today the gestures of anger fill the suks, the 
Moslem bazaars, of Globo de Oro and Gunao. 


Threat To Join NPA 
42000056a Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 
3 Dec 88 pp 1, 4 


[Second article of a two-part series by Joe Umali: “The 
Angry ‘Viajeras’ of Zambo”} 


[Text] Smugglers are Diamond Jims flashing mongo-size 
sparklers. They live in tiled mansions with a Mercedes in 
the garage. They are trailed by guards toting Uzis. 


The viajeras live in ramshackle warrens in the Moslem 
quarter of Quiapo. They wear P80 malongs. They ride 


jeepneys. They net five centavos out of every peso—in 
the sale of goods often worth P30,000. 


Yet in the eyes of the law they are both the underworld 
trader who evaded customs duties and taxes. As Presi- 
dent Aquino put it: “Barter trade goods out of the barter 
= zone are smuggled goods, and should be confis- 
cated.” 


Confiscation of the Quiapo viajera’s goods isn’t a yeo- 
man’s job. 


Last Feb. 20 and 22, agents of the Bureau of Customs 
and the Coast Guard seized the viajera goods at North 
Harbor. Last month Customs Commissioner Salvador 
Mison began giving uway the barter goods to Bigay Puso, 
a charity organization. 


But the viajeras, almost all Tausogs, Maguindanaos and 
Maranaos, have unsheathed the kris. They have made 
plans to confront Mrs. Aquino. But first they hired a 
lawyer. In a press statement, lawyer Bonifacio Alenta- 
jana said: 


“The barter law itself does not sanction the seizure of the 
goods, but only calls upon those with excess merchandise 
to pay the corresponding taxes and duties thereon. 
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“No less than Collector Teodofredo Ursal of the North 
Harber office of the Bureau of Customs has recom- 
mended the release of the goods of the Moslem and 
Christian traders following the payment of taxes thereon. 


““Mison had absolutely no right to release the goods to 
Bigay Puso because these were still the subject of legal 
proceedings.” 


But the viajeras are little inclined to accept the injunc- 
tions of the Customs Code. To the Moslem viajera, the 
commerce between Zamboanga and Manila is a way of 
life, an island-hopping trade began long before the con- 
quistadores came in 1521. 


And for Hadja Mudjna Jawali, a Tausog who first made 
the Zamboanga-Manila run in 1983, there’s no other way 
to help support a family in Jolo. Her husband teaches in 
Jolo, but she says, “a teacher's pay is never enough.” 


On a Tuesday, she loads her goods in Zamboanga. Two 
days later Mudjna Jawali and her barter goods are at 
North Harbor. It is not a trip for less hardy voyagers. 


Besides the seasonal Unsangs, there is the pack that 
“howls” after “lagay.” Says Mina Laurente: “Naglagay 
na kami sa pating sa Zamboanga, naglagay na kami sa 
mga pating sa Cebu, naglagay na kami sa mga pating sa 
North Harbor, kulang pa rin.” (“We gave bribes to the 
sharks in Zamboanga, we gave bribes to the sharks in 
Cebu, we gave bribes to the sharks at North Harbor—it 


still isn’t enough.) 


But today Mina Laurente and Mudjna Jawali aren't 
giving the “customs and Coast Guard sharks anything 
anymore.” Mudjna has been living in Quiapo more than 
a month. She could not go home to Zamboanga or Jolo 
“because we will be killed.” She said the “capitalists 
from whom we got the barter goods will demand pay- 
ment—or else.” 


Jawali says the viajeras “are willing whatever taxes the 
government wants. Why won't Commissioner Mison let 
us pay? Now we can see all he wanted was to confiscate 


our goods.” 


Before the confiscation of her goods, Hadja Jawali 
bought Manila-made slippers and kulambo for buyers in 
Zamboanga and Jolo. Today she isn’t making the return 
trip anymore. 


Hadja Jawali is just another Tausog viajera who feels fhe 
government did her wrong. She wants to fight back. Sys 
Mudjna Jawali: “We will join the NPAs, we will, we 
will.” 
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Senate President’s Appraisal of Aquino 1000 Days 
42000056b Manila THE PHILIPPINE STAR in 
English 25, 26 Nov 88 


{Commentary by Jovito R. Salonga, Senate president: 
“Our First 1000 Days”} 


[25 Nov p 11] 


[Text] Last Monday morning, it was my privilege to be in 
Malacanang to listen to the President’s State of the 
Nation Address on the first 1,000 days. It sounded like a 
report before a joint session of Congress, complete with 
accomplishment statistics, warnings and instructions. 


In the evening, I heard another kind of report—this one 
from the Vice President, who had been invited to the 
Palace but couldn’t do so due to a previous engagement. 


The Vice President, the Chief Justice and I were at the 
Diamond Anniversary celebration of the UP Law 
Alumni Association. Doy rendered his own report from 
the point of view of the Opposition. 


I, therefore, had the rare privilege of listening to both 
sides from the two highest officials of the land who 
ironically had started as one team, eee ee 
during the snap election, worked together from Day One 

of the Aquino Government but decided to part ways 
after two years, more or less. 


It was suggested to me that | make my own appraisal of 
the first 1,000 days and indicate what steps might be 
taken for the balance of the President's term. 


I do not pretend to be a disinterested observer. I am still 
a member of the ruling coalition, although I do not 
belong to the new party, which holds itself out as the 
President's political party, despite the repeated asser- 
tions of the President that she does not and will not 
belong to any political aggrupation. 


I have been a Liberal (with a capital letter L) for around 
30 years, and am pledged to cooperate with the Admin- 
istration on the basis of a Minimum Program of Gov- 
ernment which I had a hand in preparing and which 
Cory and Doy had signed in January 1986. Because our 
cooperation with the administration is based on princi- 
ple more than on mere personality, | summed up our 
relationship to the Administration in four words: coop- 
eration but not su ience. 


Let me begin by stressing certain points that are so 
obvious that we sometimes forget or ignore them. 


First, President Aquino is perhaps the only leader today 
who, after a revolution that expelled the dictator, did not 
have an army of her own. Mao Tse Tung, Fidel Castro, 
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Ayatollah Khomeyni, and the Sandinistas in Nicaragua 
had their own armies which immediately replaced the 
armies of their predecessors, when they took over the 
reins of government. 


On the other hand, President Aquino had to depend on 
an army many of whose officers and men had been 
pampered and at times corrupted by her predecessor. 
Tempted by the thought that she did not have an army of 
her own, those who did not agree with her tried to topple 
the Aquino government not once but five times, but it 
was her fortune—and her achievement—that there were 
enough officers in the military who believed that the 
survival of the new democratic government was more 
important than the personal ambitions of those who 
wanted to oust her from power. 


It took almost two years for the Aquino government to 
stabilize her precarious situation and put in place a new 
Constitution, an independent judiciary and legislature, 
and hold elections for lo. governments. 


But one point should be kept in mind. 


The apparent dependence of the Aquino Government on 
these military officers and their men could be a source of 
danger. It has invited her well-meaning critics to say that 
civilian supremacy over the military is an empty provi- 
sion in the 1987 Constitution, even as they point to the 
growing number of military men in civilian positions 
and the increasing number of reported violations of 
human rights, including the disappearances of human 
rights lawyers and dedicated activists. 


An eminent jurist, Justice JBL Reyes, who had been a 
supporter of Cory, articulated this criticism at the UP 
Law celebration last Monday. If this criticism is valid, 
and the military that had been loyal to the new govern- 
ment should decide to be on its own, for whatever 
reason, whether plausible or not, there is a risk that our 
new democracy may encounter rough weather in the next 
1,000 days. 


I am not saying this will happen, but the experience of 
the people in Burma, already on the threshold of democ- 
racy only to return to the firm grip of the military, should 
be a lesson to all of us. 


In passing judgment on the 1,000 days of the new 
government, we should never forget a second point, 
namely that when President Macapagal lost his reelec- 
tion bid in 1965, Mr. Marcos took over the administra- 
tion of a country whose economy was conceded as No. 
two to Japan in Asia. When Mrs. Aquino was installed 
on February 25, 1986, the country had become No. two 
from the bottom, after Bangladesh. 


Day One for Cory Aquino was not a day to build. It was 
a day to survey the ruins left by her predecessor—and 
her first task was to undo and dismantle the structures of 
the Marcos dictatorship. The 1973 Constitution of 
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Marcos had to go, and Pres. Aquino’s decision to abolish 
the National assembly against the advice of close friends 
and relatives was an act of courage. She dismantled the 
monopolies and sought the recovery of the ill-gotten 
wealth of Marcos and his cronies, a thankless task for 
which many of us were reviled by the Marcos associates 
and their lawyers and agents. Thirty nine (39) civil cases 
have been filed here against Marcos himself, and a series 
of criminal cases will be filed shortly. 


For the first time in U.S. history, U.S. courts in New 
Jersey and New York rendered judgments against a 
foreign dictator—Mrs. Aquino herself during her state 
visit in September 1986 received the first check corre- 
sponding to the wealth recovered in New Jersey. Also for 
the first time in Switzerland, the government imposed a 
unilateral freeze on all the deposits of the dictator and 
his associates in Swiss banks. The Philippines won 
judgments against Mr. and Mrs. Marcos in two Swiss 
cantons—Fribourg and Geneva—which were appealed 
by the Marcos lawyers to the Swiss Supreme Court, 
whose decision may come sooner than we expect. 


There is a third consideration that deserves emphasis. 
When the new government was installed as a result of the 
bloodless EDSA Revolution in February 1986, many 
people, including fervent supporters of the President, 
nourished soaring expectations. They sang and danced in 
the streets, in their homes, and everywhere, not realizing 
that the treasury was empty and that the capacity of the 
Aquino Government to meet their high expectations was 
severely limited. They thought that with the restoration 
of freedom and democracy, problems would immedi- 
ately disappear. 


True enough, the new government immediately released 
political prisoners, restored freedom of speech and 
assembly, the media blossomed and multiplied over- 
night and at times indulged in license, but the intractable 
problems of grinding poverty, unemployment, criminal- 
ity, and insurgency have not gone away. Of all the heavy 
burdens a democratic leader must bear in a newly- 
liberated country, extravagant expectations may be the 
heaviest. 


In fact the BUSINESS WORLD survey of November 21 
indicates that majority of the respondents believe that 
the manner in which the insurgency problem is being 
handed is worse than before. Regarding poverty and 
quality of life, the latest Ateneo Public Survey of August 
1988 shows that only 2! per cent of the respondents 
believe that the present quality of life is better compared 
to six months ago, whereas 79 per cent do not agree—of 
these 70 per cent, 46 per cent felt it was the same, and 32 
per cent maintained it was worse. 


Statistics have been cited, on both sides, to prove their 
point—6.8 per cent growth in the first half of 1988 
compared to minus 4 per cent in 1985. On the other 
hand, we are told that of our total work force of 23.3 
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million in 1987, 2.4 million or 11.3 per cent are unem- 
ployed. Underemployment is placed at 7.8 million or 
33.8 per cent of the labor force. 


[26 Nov pp 6, 7] 


[Text] Undoubtedly, the economy has grown particularly 
in urban centers like Metro Manila, Cebu and Davao— 
but obvious’, the many poor have not benefitted from 
the results of the reported surge in the economy. Only 
those at the top of the ladder are optimistic. 


While it is true that we cannot take sides against arith- 
metic, it is also true that there is a great deal that 
arithmetic cannot tell us. It is an alarming sign when, 
against commonsense perceptions, we fall into the habit 
of proving our point by dazzling our audience with 
statistics. 


A worried patient reportedly asked his doctor: 
“What are the chances of my recovering, doctor?” 


“One hundred per cent,” said the doctor. “Medical 
records show that 9 out of 10 die of the disease you have. 
Yours is the tenth case I've treated. The others all died. 
So you see, you're bound to get well. Statistics are 
Statistics.” 


President Aquino did well not to hide the obvious 
without need of any statistics—the mounting garbage in 
the streets of Metro Manila. There is no excuse for it. 
The problem must be solved immediately, even if the 
President has to appoint one whose only work will be to 
liquidate garbage. 


This brings me to the problem of corruption and the 
need for a real agenda for a clean, honest, efficient 
government. 


Corruption is perceived to be her No. | problem, which 
may be unfair. It is our, not just her, problem 


At the Palace celebration last Monday, President Aquino 
received her biggest applause when she zeroed in on tax 
evaders and smugglers and directed the two bureaus— 
Internal Revenue and Customs—to file charges against 
them. 


Clearly, her own supporters and the entire nation want 
her to succeed in this drive. Therefore, there is an urgent 
need here for concrete action against known smugglers 
and tax evaders. If her subordinates have the evidence, 
the charges must be filed without delay. 


But the President will need help from all quarters. The 
judiciary must tune up its machinery, so that speedy 
action is taken on charges, consistent with the require- 
ments of due process. Prosecutors and practising lawyers 
should assist so that unnecessary delays are ruled out, 
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and justice is i done—acquittal to the inno- 
cent and punishment meted out to the guilty 


jailed, our people will not believe that we have a clean 
and honest government. 


The tragedy of our time is that, after the acts of plunder 
of Mr. Marcos and his associates, our people are ready to 
believe the worst about our high public officials. 


This is why the President can use the power of leadership 
by example. 


Whether we like it or not, the responsibility for our 
moral standards rests heaviest upon men and women in 
public life. They are the models, the examples to which 
people look up for guidance and inspiration. Public 
confidence in the integrity of public officials is necessary 
in a popular government such as we have. Destroy that 
faith and you destroy faith in a democracy. 


Great care must be taken so that only persons of high 
moral integrity, competence, and dedication are 
appointed to sensitive offices in the Executive Depart- 
ment. We know what those offices are-—among them, the 
revenue and customs offices, the financing institutions, 
the police agencies, and at one time the immigration 
office. But once they are chosen by the President after 
close scrutiny, they should be protected from the with- 
ering assaults of malicious gossip and smear. 


But wherever there is ample evidence of wrongdoing, 
there should be no hesitation on the part of the Chief 
Executive to boot them out of public service. There 
should be no compromise with graft and corruption. 


President Aquino’s promise to establish a new moral 
order will not be taken seriously as long as there are 
gambling casinos and small town lotteries promoted and 
operated by the government itself. Gambling run by the 
government and a new moral order cannot coexist. 


We in the Senate passed during our first session last year 
a bill entitled “Ethical Standards for all Public Officials” 
applicable to all departments of government, including 
Congress and the Judiciary. It lays down the norms of 
ethical conduct for all public officia’s and employes, 
defines and enumerates conflict of interest, senalizes 
specific acts, and confers annual awards and promotions 
_— no matter how obscure and 


This bill, with some changes, is now about to be 

approved by the House of Representatives. Let us hope 

that when it is signed into law by the President, there will 

7 > honest-to-goodness, no-nonsense implementation 
law. 
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The drive against graft and corruption requires our 
cooperation and the help of the general public. We 
cannot clean up the mess in government, unless we are 
also willing to clean up the civic and political life of the 
community in which we live. 


We cannot validly complain of corruption if we are only 
too prepared and willing to bribe our way through to get 
what we waii: from people in government. 


Were w. » guided by the President's own description 
of herself... role—namely, a plain housewife, with 
no experience in government, one who agreed to run 
only to serve as a transition president—her rating is 
more than satisfactory. 


By Ninoy Aquino’s own standards, Cory has done better 
than expected. Just before he embarked on his last 
journey for Manila, Ninoy said in an interview with 
MOTHER JONES magazine that he did not want to 
succeed Marcos as President because of the horrible 
legacy his successor would inherit—a huge foreign debt, 
unemployment, criminality, i insurgency, and high prices. 

“After 6 months as president,” said Ninoy, “I would 
smell like, horse shit.” 


It is to the credit of President Corazon Aquino that after 
1,000 days, she is still popular with our people. But our 
people probably expect much more from her now. She 
can now build on her present popularity, offer a fresh 
vision of a free, progressive society that will capture the 
imagination and support of our people, get her Cabinet 
and executive officials to get their act together without 
public bickerings, impose discipline on a2 bureaucracy 
notorious for its red tape, inefficiency and laxity— 
dramatized by the Marilyn tragedy and the escape of 
Kintanar and Honasan, show that she means business in 
curbing graft and corruption whoever gets hurt, and 
make sure that the poor and the weak—who had rallied 
to her cause during our darkest days of struggle against 
the Marcos dictatorship—have good reason to hope that 
her next 1,000 days will be better and brighter for them, 
less by means of rhetoric than by concrete and meaning- 
ful performance. 


But to do all these, the President will need our support. 
Let us give it to her. She deserves it. 


Daily Lists Ex-Marcos Officials in Government, 
Ruling Party 

4200005 7e Quezon City MALAYA in English 

5 Dec 88 p 2 


[Article by Hern P. Zenarosa: “Policy of Attraction— 
Ex-FM Men Find Niche in New Gov't"] 


[Text] When Public Works Secretary-designate Fiorello 
R. Estuar submits his resume to the Commission on 
Appointments this week, it will show that he made his 
professional mark during the martial law years. 
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It is even possible his confirmation as secteiary of the 
Department of Public Works and Highways may be 
largely based on that period when he flourished profes- 
sionally during the Marcos presicency. Estuar was exec- 
utive vice-president and then president of the Philippine 
National Construction Corp. (formerly Construction 
and Development Corp. of the Philippines) as well as 
administrator of the National Irrigation Administration. 


Estuar is only the latest of former Marcos officials 
tapped by the Aquino Government for sensitive posts in 
the executive branch. 


The appointment of Marcos men in the Aquino admin- 
istration reflects the policy adopted by the Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino [LDP-Struggle of Philippine 
Democrats] in opening its membership to politicians of 
all colors, including those who worked during the dicta- 
torship. 


The LDP, founded by Speaker Ramon V. Mitra and 
Rep. Jose “Peping™” Cojuangco, brother of President 
Aquino, was launched to bring together all the Presi- 
dent's supporters into a single majority party. As a 
working party, it is charged with speeding up passage of 
administration measures needed to cope with national 
problems. 


Mitra called on all political leaders to join the President's 
party. Those resisting the invitation were bluntly told 
they would be considered enemies of the President. 


As a result, the LDP won Independents Rep. Ronaldo 
Zamora of San Juan and Mandaluyong and Rep. Ismael 
Mathay of Quezon City, two of the mosi visible Marcos 
leaders in those days. 


Mrs. Aquino, too, now takes pride in engaging the 
services of former Marcos men who have shown honesty 
and competence. 


She said they were tapped for their present positions not 

so much for reconciliation as for helping the country 

shape a better future. After all, the present crisis 

— the best efforts of every capable and patriotic 
ilipino. 


Besides Estuar, those who worked under the Marcos 
government and are now occupying sensitive positions 
in the Aquino administration include Natural Resources 
Secretary Fulgencio Factoran Jr. DENR Natural 
Resources Undersecretary Victor Ramos, Social Services 
Secretary Mita Pardo de Tavera, Defense undersecretary 
Leonardo Quisumbing, Civil Service Commission 
Chairman Patricia Sto. Tomas, Civil Service Commis- 
sioner Samilo Barlongay, and Immigration commis- 
sioner Miriam D. Santiago. 


All of them got from the Aquino government the promo- 
tion they never got under the Marcos regime. 
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For instance, Factoran and Ramos started out fresh from ~ 


school as assistants in the Office of the President. Qui- 
sumbing was probably the youngest Presidential assis- 
tant to serve in the Study Room of Marcos. All three 
were members of Executive Secretary Rafael M. Salas’s 
staff of young technocrats who trained abroad on gov- 
prepare themselves for bigger 
responsibilities. When Salas resigned in 1969, Factoran, 
Ramos and Quisumbing also left government service. 


Pardo de Tavera served in the Office of the President as 
director of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office 
from 1972 to 1975. She resigned from the PCSO over 
policy matters and then became a consistent critic of the 
Marcos government as well as a street activist. 


Barlongay served as assistant executive secretary under 
the Aquino administration before becoming Civil Ser- 
vice commissioner. Under Marcos he was a highly 
respected official of Malacanang’s legal department, 
from where he was plucked to become judge of the then 
Court of First Instance of Rizal. 


In Malacanang itself, the Presidential staff remains 
intact, from today's deputy executive secretaries to the 
janitors. Donato Rocamora, action man of Marcos’s 
Presidential Executive Assistant Juan C. Tuvera, has 
been promoted assistant secretary and so was former 
Judge Cancio Garcia, who started with the Malacanang 
legal office. 


Ali the Presidential staff directors—Stephen F. Sergio, 
Jesus Ruiz, Ric Saturnino-Galing, Mel de la Cruz, 
Ambrosio Ramos, Boy Martinez, Teodorico K. Imperial 
and Carlito Gaddi—are doing the same routine they did 
in the past, with few added paper load because of some 
shifts in focus of work in the Office of the President. 


These were the workhorses depended on by then newly 
designated Executive Secretary Joker Arroyo when Mrs. 
Aquino assumed the Presidency. Rocamora, an old Pal- 
ace hand despite his comparative youth, has at his 
fingertips the details about presidential matters, from 
the preparation of executive orders to routine Malaca- 
nang documents. 


In the welter of events that surrounded Mrs. Aquino’s 
takeover, this group minimized the errors almost inevi- 
table under such circumstances. 


Another functionary who served Marcos well was Jose de 
Jesus, then executive vice-president, of the Development 
Academy of the Philippines, a position he inherited from 
Horacio “Boy” Morales, who chose to go underground. 
De Jesus, now Cabinet Secretary among other concur- 
rent designations, is also one of the closest advisers to 
Mrs. Aquino. 


Executive Secretary Catalino Macaraig served under 
Marcos as undersecretary of justice. When Marcos 
undertook the mass dismissal of undesirable officials 











Political Tidbits”. “The Vice Commander Contro- 
versy”] 


[Excerpts] What is this controversy over the position of 
the “Vice-Commander-in-Chief” (VCIC) and where is it 
coming from? Who tried to invest Defense Secretary 
Fidel Ramos with this title and why is the Senate trying 
to knock down the Administrative Code of 1987 which is 
supposed to establish that post? I did some research into 
the controversy and it appears that there is no such 
position in that code, but that a group, believed to be led 
by former Constitutional Commissioner Blas Ople, had 
merely deduced this position judging from the provi- 
sions of the sections on the defense department. 


Senators who voted yesterday for the one-year suspen- 
sion of the Code’s implementation point to the broad 
powers being granted to the defense Secretary as “objec- 
tionable.” There are those, however, who suspect that 
the legislators’ objection has more to do with Fidel 
Ramos being in the saddle and a strong contender for 
1992 than some questionable provisions in the Code. I 
caught Sen. Bobby Tanada, who sponsored Senate Bill 
849 seeking the Code’s suspension, for a reaction to this 
allegation and Bobby flatly denied that his move was 
anything personal directed at Ramos or anyone. “The 
same measure would have been filed just the same if it 
had been Ileto or anyone else,”’ he asserted. 


Tanada said his colleagues, while uniformly objecting to 
certain provisions of the Code, differed in the length of 
suspension they wanted to apply to the Code. Rene 
Sagulsag wanted six months suspension, while Maceda 
wanted two years. In last Tuesday's voting seven sena- 
tors were for two years’ suspension, and seven were for 
Tanada’s original one year, with Guingona breaking the 
tie in favor of one-year suspension. What helped steam- 
roll the passage of the Tanada bill was the President's 
certification to its urgency, (also rushed late Tuesday 
night at Tanada’s request). 
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In certifying the bill, Cory Aquino obviously wanted the 
Code’s implementation suspended for another year. 
Considering that it was she who originally signed its 
implementation in EO 292 in July 1987, the question is 
why she wants it suspended now. Tanada opines that 
Cabinet secretaries themselves may have convinced her 
about the wisdom of suspending it, as they perhaps feel 
its anachronistic provisions may lead to confusion even 
in their own departments. Of course the politically 
malicious could tie Cory Aquino’s move to her possible 
wanting to keep Fidel Ramos down before 1992, by not 
enabling him to assume the VCIC post. Speculations on 
1992 are rife! 


For enlightenment on this VCIC controversy I contacted 
two people who may have had something to do with EO 
292, signed by the President just before the opening of 
Congress last July 25, 1987, which embodied the Code. 
One was Gov. Luis Villafuerte of Camarines Sur, who 
headed the Presidential Commission on Reorganization 
in the Cory government's first year and is therefore 
suspected to have been the one who crafted the Code and 
created the post of VCIC. I caught Louis in Malacanang 
for the 1000-days ceremony and he denied having any- 
thing to do with creating that post. [passage omitted] 


Villafuerte explained that his old Commission couldn't 
have had anything to do with the revised Administrative 
Code because up to the time he left the government in 
February 1987, it still hadn't approved the reorganiza- 
tion plan he had proposed, which was the first step prior 
to the Code’s adoption. 


I then called up former Executive Secretary Joke Arroyo 
who predictably gave me a historical background on the 
controversial EO 292 signed during his incumbency. At 
the outset Arroyo decried that the paranoia over Eddie 
Ramos’ allegedly getting too powerful with the added 
title and powers of VICI—which Arroyo noted never 
appeared in the EO and which “Ramos probably doesn’t 
care about”—beclouds a more important issue. Which 
is, that EO 292 is actually the Administrative Code of 
1987 and as such governs the conduct of government; 
therefore care should be exercised in deliberating over it. 
Arroyo recalled that the Marcos regime tried to revise 
and update the old Code of 1917, spearheaded by then 
Secretary of Justice and later Supreme Court Justice 
Vicente Abad Santos who was bothered by its anachro- 
nisms. The revision was entrusted to the UP Law Center, 
but for some reason that revised Code was never imple- 
mented under Marcos. 


In the new Aquino administration, the Marcos draft 
Code was further reviewed by the UP Law Center, 
resulting in the deletion of many objectionable portions 
associated with martial rule. But presidential advisers, 
among them Arroyo himself, felt that considering that 
the revised Code’s framework was Marcos’ martial rule, 
it still needed to be combed thoroughly for repressive, 
unfair and inconsistent PDs, GOs and devices such as 
the dreaded ASSO. Therefore when EO 292 embodying 











features. But observers listening to Sen. Bobby Tanada 
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The Aurora Integrated Area Development Project 
(AIADP) is a resource-based, multi-sectoral rural devel- 
opment project and is being financed by the European 
Economic Community (EEC). AIADPO has been imple- 
menting the project in coordination with the provincial 
government, non-government organizations in Aurora, 
and national agencies. 


The project is geared towards the establishment and 
implementation of a resource development and manage- 
ment program which recognizes the peculiar environ- 
mental conditions of the province. This will ensure early 
and continuing improvement in the income and living 
condition of the people of Aurora. It is likewise intended 
to strengthen local and national capabilities in resource 
development planning, management, and coordination. 


The early implementation of the project was made 
possible when the EEC and the Philippine government 
signed a memorandum of agreement in May last year 
which stipulated, among others, the commitment of the 
EEC to provide grants to the AIADP in the amount of 
10.8 million in European currency unit (ECU) to finance 
Phase I (5 years) of the project. 
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ment projects, communal irrigation systems, detailed 
designs for farmers training center, a peanut-processing 


This early, the people of Aurora are beginning to enjoy 
the benefits of the projects. 


Press, Officials React to Ramos Alarm Over Rebel 
Land Reform 


Reform Chief, Senator Downpiay Impact 
42000067 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in 
English 6 Dec 88 p 8 


[Article: “Juico Downpiays Effect of Rebels’ Land 
Reform™} 


[Text] Agrarian Reform Secretary Philip Juico yesterday 
minimized the impact of the communist rebels’ version 
of the land reform program, saying that the Government 
was definitely moving at a much faster pace. 


Moreover, he told Malacanang reporters, he still would 
have to verify reports that the rebels had seized and 
awarded to poor farmers for free more than 31,000 
hectares of land in the countryside. 


Emerging from a Palace meeting of the Presidential 
Agrarian Reform Council, Juico cited reports reaching 
his office that the insurgents’ “agaw lupa,” or forcible 
takeover of land, was limited only to “NPA (New 
People’s Army) controlled areas.” 


Given this figure, it was too small compared with the 
10.3 million hectares which the Government aimed to 
. tdistribute to tenants under the Comprehensive Agrar- 
ian Reform Program (Carp), according to Juico. 


He added that so far, Carp had already given 132,000 
hectares of tenanted rice and corn lands. Another 26,000 
hectares now being leased by multinational conipanies 
would be distributed to farm workers, cooperatives start- 
ing next week, he said. 


Meanwhile, Sen. Heherson Alvarez said recipients of the 
insurgents’ land reform program, “if they are landless 
and deserving,” should retain their lands and provided 
irrigation, credit and marketing facilities. 


He urged the Government to pinpoint areas where the 
insurgents implemented their own version of the pro- 
gram and to mobilize its resources to hasten Carp’s 
implementation. 


Alvarez, chairman of the Senate committee on agrarian 
reform and Juico’s predecessor, said the reported insur- 
gent land distribution program was “no cause for 
alarm.” 





Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. blamed Ramos and Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Renato de Villa for allowing 


the rebels to implement their own program. 


If Ramos’ report was true, then the Government anti- 
insurgency campaign was a failure, Pimentel charged. 


In Malacanang, Juico said reports reaching his office 
properties 


“There are many areas in this country where the Gov- 
ernment cannot be around 24 hours a day,” Juice noted. 
“Probably that is where these things are happening.” 


Buscayno Experience, Views Cited 
42000067 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in 
English 6 Dec 88 p 4 


[Commentary by Paulynn P. Sicam in the “Heart and 
Mind” Column: “Land Reform Not a Job for AFP} 


ext] The alarm has been raised by Defense Secretary 
idel Ramos about the so-called revolutionary agrarian 
reform mounted by the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines in three regions around the country. 


According to Ramos, the rebels have seized as much as 
31,000 hectares of rice and sugar estates in Luzon and 
Central and Western Visayas and distributed these for 
free to poor landless farmers. 


This, he has said, is a job for the Armed Forces. So, even 
as he has called on the civilian government to speed up 
implementation of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program (Carp), he is rattling the saber, threatening to 
launch military operations in these rebel-sequestered 
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t's strange that Ramos has raised the alarm only now 
when the rebels have been seizing lands and subdividing 
these among the peasants for at least two decades now. 
The agrarian reform formulated by the party has been in 


(Of course, the Armed Forces will point to the “front 
Organizations” the party has supposedly set up to infil- 
trate all sectors of society. By this they intend to prove 
that many non-governmental organizations, some gov- 
ernment agencies and do-gooding former rebels and 
non-rebels are working as communist fronts. Such spec- 
ulations, though not implausible, have been carried to 
absurd lengths.) 


From the underground, all the movement can really do 1s 
raise the expectations of the peasants about the agrarian 
revolution they are waging. However, for as long as they 
do not control the Government or the massive funds 
needed to implement a meaningful land reform, they are 
mere agitators selling a utopian idea of equality that no 
one has ever succeeded in establishing. 


Secretary Ramos got it right when he said that lands 
distributed by the rebels would soon become unproduc- 
tive without the help of Governmient in terms of farm 
support services. For whatever support the rebels get for 
their many activities, their funding cannot approximate 
the resources of the Government. 
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In spite of the clear advantages of Government over the 
rebels, however, Ramos has warned that the AFP will 
launch military operations in the seized lands, “to flush 
out the rebels.” 


Congress’ opening day still wonder whether that 


at those who has sought to emasculate the 

by giving away its properties. For how else 
frilly parasol in a dimly-lit and air-condi- 
as a stage prop? Mrs. Starke was 
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Speaker Ramon Mitra attempted to consolidate power 


or LDP. 
Mitra gave Mrs. Starke a rather plum part, perhaps 
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Demokratikong Pilipino 


PHILIPPINES 


There is, needless to say, something not quite nght about 
that. It’s like making Marcos lawyer and die-hard loyalist 


ics. There will a time when his charming, 
bearded smile will not save him from having to answer 
tough questions. 


province's main crop. To exclude these lands from 
redistribution would have explosive effects in an island 


distributed chem to landless peasants. It lies in Congress 
itself ~nmere not only members of the land-owning clite 
are in the majority, as seen in the voting patterns on 
proposed agrarian reform measures. Congress is also a 
body where landlord power is firmly entrenched, even at 
the basic committee level. 


It is there where Gen. Ramos should be launching his 
offensives. The most formidable opponents of Govern- 
ment-initiated land reform are not nameless, faceless, 
scruffy guerrillas deep in the mountains. They are right 











gunships to batter the Batasang Pambansa building the 
next time Mrs. Starke’s committee meets—although that 
may sound like an attractive idea to some. 
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Editorial Urges 
42000067 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in 
English 7 Dec 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “CARP and Rebels’ Land Reform Pilan™] 


By most accounts, the rebel initiatives are still limited to 
remote and marginal areas and constitute a small effort 
already done and 


impact, and with this recent report from the military, it 
has been bolstered by the government's own publicity. 


At a meeting for the Cabinet Officers for Regional 
Development (CORD), Defense Secretary Fidel V. 
Ramos called attention to the rebel program and urged 
government to address the issue “with resolve and 


urgency.” 


Once again, the communists have succeeded in placing 
the government on the defensive. And in a clever maneu- 
ver, Secretary Ramos and Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Renato de Villa deflected the blame from the military 
and passed on the burden of its failings to the civilian 


agencies of government. Obviously, the NPA has been 
able to distribute land in those areas where they have 


At this point the problem is such that mo response to 
adequate. Ordering the military to 
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Party's : 
42000068e Quezon City WE FORUM in English 
12-18 Dec 88 p 2 


[Publisher's Notes” by Jose G. Burgos, Jr.: “Tuloy ang 
Laban” (“Continuing the Fight™)} 


[Text] As if to dispel doubts about its virility and 
usefulness, the orphaned PDP-Laban or what was left of 
it, recently elected its new set of interim officers, led by 
original “godfather” Sen. Nene Pimentel. 


For a time, many believed the party was on the throes of 
death. What was perceived to be the slow disintegration 
of the party became almost a reality with the defection of 
some of its stalwarts to the monolithic and elitist LDP or 
Laban ng Demokratikong Pilipiwo, touted to be gearing 
for the 1992 presidential elections. 


Presidential relative Rep. Jose “Peping™ Cojuangco who 
crept into the PDP-Laban leadership at the party's 
popularity was himself responsible for the near annihi- 
lation of the party. Speaker Ramon V. Mitra who was 
also one of the original leaders abandoned the party to 
lead the LDP herd. 
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other words, there is a clearcut ideology that party 
members pursue; not just a matter of political expedi- 
ency or opportunism that is being fostered by the other 
parties. 


4200005 le Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 25 Nov 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “Church and State on Population”) 


hm t] Recently, lp ne fag mame ere Pe 
Cardinal Sin, expressed his disapproval of 


the use of artificial birth contro! devices. 
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ing to their conscience. 


and critical need of effective population regulation, if the 
majority of Filipinos are to be saved from abject poverty. 


— Publication Examines Special Operation 
eams 

42000068a Kunyung PACIFIC DEFENCE 
REPORTER in English Nov 88 pp 33, 35, 36, 38 


[Article by Gwen Robinson: “SOTs: A Solution to the 
Insurgency””] 


[Text] In the barren industrial reaches of outer Manila, 
two large green military tents are the only sign of 
Government presence amid the rough tin sheds and 
thatched huts of a typical urban squatter community. 


In recent months, this long-negiected village 
an important laboratory, and a psychological battle- 


ground, for the Armed Forces of the Philippines. This is 
one of the first urban communities to receive such 
attention. Outside Manila, in more than 60 per cent of 
the country’s 73 provinces, village communities have 
played host to teams of uninvited military guests since 
late last year. 














The commander of the battalion fielding its teams in this 
area, Major Jovito Palparan, is well aware of the value in 
solving community problems. But like many other ficid 
commanders, he talks of the constraints on funding. 
resources, and back-up by government services. In the 
“war of rapid conclusion,” a great deal is left up to “the 
ingenuity and imagination of the individual com- 
mander,” he said. 


The SOTs spearhead the military's so-called “rapia 
conclusion” strategy. The concept is, in part, a response 
to 


More significantly, the change of direction 

mounting criticism—within and without the military 
Organization—that traditional tactics, such as indiscrim- 
inate combat and political intimidation. were simply 
losing ground to the NPA’s imcreasing sophistication. 
Throughout 1986 and’87, continued military losses of 
both weapons and lives heightened perceptions of grow- 
ing inefficiency and diminishing troop morale. Military 
agitators whipped up dissatisfaction among soldiers 
until, in a climate of political instability, civilian support 
dwindied to a low ebb. 


A recently leaked AFP internal assessment report dealing 


with counter-insurgency performance in the first quarter 
of the year, revealed increasing casualties on the military 


the tactical initiative” in the major engagements of the 
penod. 
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The negative tone of the report contributed to a decision 
in May to adopt the “rapid conclusion” strategy, in 
conjunction with a substantial re-organization of the 
Armed Forces. 


With overtones of insurgency campaigns fought else- 
where in Asia, the new strategy rests on two main pillars: 
the development of extensive civilian reserve forces, 
trained and tasked with community defence; and the 
nationwide deploymeni of Special Operations Teams. 


The SOTs are small, elite units of regular military 

personnel. They aim to win popular grassroots suppor, 

po countering the political infrastructure of the 
P/NPA. 


The civilian reserve forces, bearing the cumbersome 
name of CAFGU’s (Citizens Armed Forces Geographi- 
cal Units) are intended to support military operations. 
Military commanders say they are now in the process of 
recruiting and training the CAFGUs, with an initial 
target of 80,000 members nationwide. 


In addition, village “self-defence” groups are mush- 
rooming throughout the country. In plain language, they 
are “anti-Communist vigilantes.” In theory, they are 
intended to consolidate SOT organizing within the com- 
munity, and together with civilian intelligence networks, 
act as political cells and “early warning systems.” In 
practice, the excessive “self-defence” function of some 
vigilante groups has already caused problems for the 
military, particularly from those licensed to carry arms. 
The CAFGUs, meanwhile, are being developed as the 
nucleus of local defence systems, trained and equipped 
by regular military forces to support military operations 
in the vicinity. 


The elements of civilian participation are considered 
essential to the success of the new strategy. But critics 
warn of the controversy associated with civilian volun- 
teers and reserves. 


The CAFGUs are intended to replace the now partially- 
dismantled structure of the 70,000-strong paramilitary 
Civilian Home Defence Forces (CHDF). According to 
senior military officers, the CAFGUs must have “a 
completely different—and much cleaner—image” than 
their CHDF predecessors, notorious under the Marcos 
administration for abusiveness and corruption. 


In both rural and urban communities, the SOT strategy 
calls for appropriately trained soldiers to focus on a 
single area for two to six months, conducting political 
organizing work, carrying out civic action, and establish- 
ing grassroots intelligence and village defence networks. 


Working in groups of 20 to 30 or more, (usually three 
teams per battalion), the SOTs divide up various respon- 
sibilities, including the roles of initial organizing team, 
“stay-behind” force, ard strike-force, to provide back-up 
security. The teams may or may not be led by officers. 
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Each SOT has between seven and 10 members, trained 
in intelligence collection, propaganda, and psychological 
warfare techniques. In Maoist style, they aim to win local 
support, establish community intelligence networks, 
train and develop local militia, and flush out their “true 
enemies.” 


The teams live in several communities in an area. One 
SOT organizes citizens, while the strike-force conducts 
“defensive patrols.” Ideally, the “stay-behind” team 
remains in the community after the rest of the group 
moves on, with a brief to supervise and sustain the 
political infrastructure and intelligence networks estab- 
lished by the SOT. 


The overall aim of the SOTs is to win the confidence of 
the local people and to “identify, isolate, and neutralize” 
hardline Communists and Communist sympathizers, 
according to General Mariano Adalem. Appointed this 
year as Commanding General of the Philippine Army, 
Adalem played a key role in developing the original SOT 
concept. 


Counterparts for “Armed Propaganda Units” 


He explains that, in some ways, the SOTs are intended as 
direct counterparts to the NPA’s “armed propaganda 
units” (APUs). Insurgency analysts say the APUs build 
revolutionary political structures from the bottom up, 
beginning with intensive “social investigation” of indi- 
vidual communities. In this process, local problems are 
identified by the APU, which acts as the advance orga- 
nizating team. Enemies such as military informants, 
community bullies, and oppressive landlords are singled 
out and punished, while sympathizers are cultivated, and 
potential recruits are given political education. 


Following thorough social investigation, sectoral groups 
are established, such as labor, student, and peasant 
organizations, and community problems are addressed. 
In the full process, revolutionary councils are formed at 
various levels of the community. During the early stages 
of organizing, core leaders are trained to recruit mem- 
bers, conduct intelligence work, serve as support groups, 
and form local militia units. 


Versed in such NPA organizing tactics and Maoist 
theory, the SOTs in Manila claim they are challenging 
the NPA in its traditional urban bases. Palparan’s bat- 
talion is fielding several SOTs. They are among the first 
10 or so such teams to occupy the city’s depressed and 
heavily industrialized areas. In another pilot program 
nearby, one SOT is visiting factories—organizing work- 
ers and conducting “teach-ins” on Communism, nation- 


alism, and democracy. 


In the countryside, where SOTs have been operating 
since late last year, the story is the same—potential and 
actual NPA supporters are being wooed by offers of 
community help and education. 
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“Look at this strategy, and you could say we are acting as 
the NPA, in reverse,” said the Army Chief of Staff, 
Colonel! Arturo Enrile, quoting one of the Army's favor- 
ite Mao-inspired analogies. 


“Before, we measured success in increasing combat 
power. Our emphasis was always on combat operations, 
but against the Maoist guerrilla tactics, we were like 
blind men, trying to catch the fish (the Communists) ... 
now, we are draining out the water, leaving the fish 
without their source of life.” 


In SOT training sessions spanning one to two months, 
soldiers are lectured on human rights; religious values; 
Maoist and Marxist theory; and winning over potential 
informants. They are taught that with popular sympa- 
thies on their side, the military can, ideally, isolate rebels 
and rebel sympathizers. Only then should military action 
be initiated. 


The military may be taking pages from the NPA book, 
but the contents are interpreted quite differently, accord- 
ing to Enrile. “While they (the NPA) organize sectoral 
groups—women, workers, peasants, etc., we stress the 
family as the most important unit. While they preach 
revolution, we teach love.” Similarly, religion and Chris- 
tian values are stressed in the military's community 
“teachings,” while the rebel brand of liberation theol- 
Ogy—so popular in poor communities—is decried as 
“Marxist propaganda.” 


In launching the strategy earlier this year, military lead- 
ers optimistically billed it as a dynamic program to 
isolate and defeat the CPP-NPA within three to five 
years. 


Military analysts are sceptical of such ambitious claims. 
But most agree with recent assessments, that the slow, 
steady spiral of the insurgency throughout 1986 and’87 
has at least, “levelled off, like a plateau—and perhaps 
even dipped a little,” according to AFP operations chief, 
Colonel Lisandro Abadia. 


Part of the downturn is attributed to a succession of 
top-level arrest of rebel leaders throughout this year, 
following what analysts noted was a dramatic improve- 
ment in the quality of military intelligence. The boost in 
intelligence collection is partly due to new emphasis in 
U.S. security assistance programs to the AFP on costly 
eavesdropping and communications equipment, as well 
as to intensive courses of intelligence training programs. 


Technology has made “all the difference,” according to 
one senior intelligence officer. For example, a commu- 
nications centre in the military headquarters of Camp 
Aguinaldo in Manila now gathers and processes elec- 
tronic intelligence, collected with monitoring equipment 
in areas throughout the country. At the Philippine air- 
force base in Manila, a recently established office inter- 
prets high-resolution aerial photography, provided by 
frequent missions of U.S.-supplied surveillance aircraft. 
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Beyond the technology drive, however, is the new focus 
by AFP commanders on winning grass-roots support and 
establishing local civilian intelligence networks. 


The overall result has been a marked increase in volume 
and quality of military intelligence, which led in June to 
startling new information on NPA internal organization 
and strength. 


The information suggests the NPA may be so short of 
combat arms that up to 70 per cent of its ranks may be 
confined to purely political or non-combative work. The 
findings have led analysts to reassess the nature of the 


19-year-old insurgency—and the military response. 


Official estimates of NPA strength rose slightly this year 
from about 23,000 in 1987 to 24,000. Of those, only 
14,000 to 16,000 were considered to be armed, as U.S. 
Assistant Defence Secretary Richard Armitage reported 
to Congress in March. 


It now seems the number of fully armed NPA regulars 
may be even lower, according to top-level CPP records 
seized in mid-year raids on rebel hideouts in Manila. 
Military spokesmen said after examining the material 
there is “little doubt” the records are genuine. 


In addition to statistical data on the weapons and 
Organizational structure of the NPA, the captured 
papers, computer discs, and printouts gave valuable 
information on the CPP-NPA’s extensive financial net- 
works; regional activities; and strategies. While the find- 
ings have not yet altered official estimates, military 
spokesmen say they are waiting for more information 
from captured material, which is still to be decoded. 


Artificial Inflation of Rebel Strength 


To many observers it is already clear that the increasing 
political sophistication of the NPA and its skilled use of 
tactics such as sabotage, assassination, and propaganda, 
have artificially inflated the impression of rebel military 
strength. The implications for counter-insurgency strat- 
egy are “substantial,” remarked one senior military 
official after reviewing the findings. 


“In fact, we must now realize that this is much less of a 
shooting war and much more of a psychological battle 
than we thought,” he added. 


While the NPA may, indeed, have a membership of 
26,000 or more, there is uneasy acknowledgement in 
military ranks that ithe armed threat has been vastly 
over-estimated. For many, the logical conclusion is that 
the Government strategy, for so long focused on combat 
as the primary means to fight insurgency, has been sorely 
off-target. 
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In the late seventies, the political arrests and “search- 
and-destroy” military operations were peaking, support- 
ers flocked to the NPA “giving them a political advan- 
tage which probably compensated for their lack of 
weaponry,” commented one Army officer. “Now, 
whether they’re armed or not, that political advantage is 
still there in many traditional ” he said, 
referring to an official assessment that the NPA influ- 
ences about 25 per cent of the country’s 43,000 villages. 
“These are the strongholds we must now try and win 
over—but psychologically, not militarily.” 


This kind of analysis, now common within the military 
leadership, has led to streamlining and reorganization of 
the AFP which includes redeployment of more troops to 
the field; elimination of extra layers of command; de- 
centralizing administration; and heightening emphasis 
on intelligence capabilities. 


It has also reinforced the view of some key military 
Strategists, who for several years experimented with 
broader concepts of counter-insurgency. 


Two of those strategists, General Mariano Adalem, and 
Lieut Colonel Victor Corpus, are individually credited 
with developing key parts of the new strategy. Adalem, 
who was once a high school teacher, began experiment- 
ing with community-organizing and psychological war- 
fare tactics in the five years he commanded the Army's 
4th Division in the southern Philippine island of Min- 
danao. Adalem says he noted from his experiments a 
dramatic increase in grassroots intelligence collection, 
heightened local support for military initiatives, ard 
civilian participation in counter-insurgency drives. 


While “vigilante-ism” became controversial, Adalem 
claims proper control of civilian volunteers actually 
helped win more supporters, and achieved results. Over 
the years, insurgency in his region decreased signifi- 
cantly, helped by a combination of vigilantes, selective 
military operations, SOTs, and skillful propaganda. Fol- 
lowing an official visit to the area last March, Richard 
Armitage commended Adalem to a U.S. Congressional 
subcommittee for his “integrated and systematic 
approach” and his recognition of “the need to neutralize 
the political infrastructure of the insurgency before mil- 
itary action can be truly effective.” 


The advantage of SOTs, according to Adalem, is the 
concept’s flexibility: “There are problems which can 
vary from region to region, and even town to town... you 
have to be flexible and try different solutions for differ- 
ent situations.” 


Corpus, by contrast, gained remarkable insights into 
NPA tactics when as a young Constabulary lieutenant in 
1970, he defected to the NPA—taking with him a 
considerable amount of AFP firepower. Captured and 
detained in 1976, Corpus re-surfaced in 1986 when he 
was pardoned by Aquino, and promptly re-joined the 
military. His experience with the NPA now forms the 
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basis of a detailed study on counter-insurgency strategy. 
Corpus’ study calls for sweeping changes in troop deploy- 
ment—in particular, for the elimination of superfluous 
command layers in the field, and for re-configuration of 
units to parallel NPA command structures. For example, 
he says, battalions should be deployed along a guerrilla 
front under the co-ordination of a single commander, 
instead of under various overlapping commands. 


As AFP operations chief, Abadia condensed and modi- 
fied Corpus’ ideas earlier this year. With elements from 
Corpus, Adalem, and other strategists, the “war of rapid 
conclusion” was born. 


Essential for the success of this “all-out” strategy is the 
proper training of SOTs, and thorough screening and 
development of CAFGU units. According to Abadia, the 
strategy’s aim is for maximum impact in minimum time. 
“We don’t like to fall into the trap of the CPP, the 
‘protracted people’s war,” because the longer this conflict 
takes, the more beneficial it will be for them,” he said. 


So far military leaders claim troops are adapting success- 
fully to the SOT strategy. Adalem is spearheading the 
campaign to make SOTs the centrepiece of a “wholly 
Filipino” counter-insurgency philosophy. He intends to 
“re-orient” and train every one of the Army’s 70 battal- 
ions and 21 brigades in SOT techniques. Since the 
concept was formally endorsed by the military leader- 
ship in May, about 60 per cent of all army units have 
established their own core SOT training teams. They in 
turn, train other teams in the field. The aim is to have 
100 per cent of the Army’s 62,000-strong force trained 
within the next two years, as well as elements of the other 
three services, the Constabulary, the Air Force, and the 
Navy. 


The Right Idea, But 


But military analysts are raising questions about the 
strategy’s long-term impact. 


With a combination of old and new techniques, the SOT 
concept, together with its complementary civilian 
reserve force and village “self-defence units,” looks like 
an evolution of the “hearts and minds” methods of U.S. 
special forces teams in Vietnam. The SOTs “have the 
right idea,” according to one American military analyst 
in Manila, a former officer in the U.S. special forces, 
“but they seem to lack both political support and finan- 
cial resources.” The problems in Vietnam, he said, were 
very different from the problems facing the Philippine 
military. “At least we had financial back-up, resources, 
and authority to implement ideas like strategic hamlet- 
ting.” 


Strategic hamletting, the practice of forcing residents in 
a certain area to live in one community and observe 
strict curfews and conditions, has failed in past experi- 
ences in the Philippines. Such practices by troops under 
the former Marcos regime led to protests over human 
and civil rights violations. 
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Another Special Forces tactic, the training and equip- 
ping of civilian irregular defence groups, is critical to the 
success of the Philippine counter-insurgency strategy, 
believes the analyst. “The CAFGUs, again in theory, are 
the right idea—they are essential to assist the military 
with proper stay-behind forces—but where are they? 
Where’s the will, and the money, to get these things up 
and running?” In assessing the CAFGU concept, other 
insurgency experts noted that the SOT component of the 
overall strategy is “out of step” with other vital compo- 
nents, such as the CAFGUs. They warn that while SOTs 
are already operating throughout the country, CAFGUs 
are on a fast-track which ultimately, may lead to a 
shoddy product. 


problem in recruiting, training, and equipping CAFGUs 
could be financial and human resources. Analysts are 
doubtful that the Government will devote enough 
resources to properly train and equip the force. Already, 
Defence Secretary Fidel Ramos has said he intends to 
seek almost 600 million pesos for establishing the 
CAFGUs in the 1989 budget. This is more than four 
times the amount allocated for the same purpose in this 
financial year, and could leave other parts of the military 
chronically short of funds. 


In terms of resources, military analysts calculate that a 
truly effective “rapid conclusion” program would ulti- 
mately require more trained and equipped 
manpower than the AFP has available, especially in 
providing adequate “stay-behind” forces. A sustained 
effort in one area could mean tying up valuable battal- 
ions to the detriment of another area. 


While military commanders acknowledge their resources 
will be stretched more thinly as the new strategy 
progresses, they say the CAFGUs, properly trained and 
in place, will make up the shortfall. Training SOTs is 
another drain on resources, since it requires one to two 
moaths of “re-orientation” and education. The military 
cannot afford the luxury of pulling out entire units for 
training, so has devised the “fast-track” learning process 
in which lead teams from each battalion must train on a 
rotating basis, and in turn, train others in the field. 


The efficiency of such “pass-on” training methods 
remains to be seen, but insurgency experts warn of 
Over-extending resources. 


In terms of political support, another drawback cited by 
analysts is the arbitrary nature of civilian government 
participation. Elected local government officials, such as 
town mayors and provincial governors, are not obliged 
to support the SOT strategy with resources or local 
government services. Some analysts cite the successful 
counter-insurgency campaigns in Thailand and Malaysia 
(which imposed martial-law style rule}—and even the 
unsuccessful example of Vietnam—to point to the 
absence of any central co-ordinating mechanism in the 
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Philippine Government, to co-opt and channel the ser- 
vices of national government bodies such as health, 
public works, and economic development departments. 


Similarly, critics say the flexibility of the strategy, which 
enables commanders to tailor their tactics to suit certain 
areas, could leave too much up to individual command- 
ers. A highly political strategy leaves room for further 
politicization in an already volatile military organiza- 
tion, which ultimately, “could be as much of a disadvan- 
tage as an advantage,” warned one Western military 
attache. 


Responding to such doubts, the military leadership 
under General Renato de Villa has instituted what it 
claims is a strict “performance assessment system,” 
under which field commanders will be assessed regularly 
throughout the year. 


“If they can’t do their job, the bottom line is, get 
someone who can do it,” Abadia said, adding that some 
commanders had already been relieved. 


In the public eye, the most controversial aspects of the 
program remain the village “self-defence organizations,” 
as the military puts it. As “vigilantes,” they mushroomed 
throughout the country in the first big wave of anti- 
Communist hysteria in late 1986, with little control or 
responsibility from military commanders. 


In many areas, the concept lost any potential support it 
may have had from residents. Critics of the vigilantes, 
including moderate politicians and human rights advo- 
cates, campaign for outlawing such groups. Armed or 
unarmed, the anti-Communist fervor generated in the 
name of “self-defence” has, in many cases, drawn 
charges of intimidation and harassment. In an effort to 
counteract negative perceptions, military strategists have 
adapted the term “village watch group,” and have made 
area military commanders largely responsible for vigi- 
lante conduct. 


Unlike in many rural areas, the vigilante organization in 
this Manila barangay will remain unarmed, although 
there are several individual members who already hold 
licences for firearms. The soldiers know as well as any of 
the residents that informants and military collaborators 
in a community can be quickly targeted and disposed of. 
“That is the real dilemma-—whether to arm the civilians, 
or leave them to protect themselves,” said Palparan. 


But perhaps more lethal for suspected Communist sym- 
pathizers are the grass-roots intelligence networks being 
established by the SOTs. The “darker side” of the new 
strategy has been castigated by human rights advocates. 
They say the SOT concept is just a cover for intelligence 
and “dirty operations” networks, established to spy on 
residents and form vigilante groups. Some activists 
describe the new strategy as the ultimate vehicle for the 
U.S.-initiated “low intensity conflict,” first imple- 
mented in Latin America. 























Military Rates Field Commanders Performance 
Rebels 


Against ' ; 
420000576 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
2 Dec 88 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Nestor Arellano] 
[Text] The Armed Forces yesterday said field command- 


Florendo, speaking to reporters after a command confer- 
ence in Camp Aguinaldo called by Gen. Renato de Villa, 
AFP chief, said, however, the move does not mean a 
“major review of the AFP’s operations.” 


He said the military is merely “trying to appraise the 
performance” of commanders in the field. 


He said those who “may not be performing well because 
they are not good in their area, will either have to be 
transferred, relieved or receive training or retraining.” 


“The more exporure they have, the better,” Florendo 
said. 


Florendo would not say what weaknesses in military 
Operations were discussed during yesterday's meet. 


But he said the military could, for one, improve opera- 
tions to recover firearms. 


“There are about 500 PC and Army companies,” Flo- 
rendo said. “If one company is able to recover at least 
one firearm from the New People’s Army in one month, 
then we will have 500 firearms.” 


He said AFP records showed that from January to 
November this year, military seized only 1,000 high- 
powered from the rebels. The military for the 
same period lost slightly fewer guns to the rebels. 
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Asked if this was below expectations, Florendo said; 
“With the present trend, we want to improve it.” 


Military Considers NPA Not Involved in Cebu 


Massacre 
42000057a Cebu City SUN STAR DAILY in English 
28 Nov 88 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Eileen G. Mangubat: “Chapel Carnage Not 
Motivated by NPA?”] 


[Text] A capitol official said he was puzzied by new 
findings into the asturias massacre where several villag- 
ers confessed to having attacked a chapel of devotees 
because their religious beliefs allegedly prevented a hus- 
band and wife from having sex. 


“With these new facts, we can’t attribute the massacre to 
the NPA only,” said Provincial Board Member Roldan 
Mangubat, head of the committee on public order and 


He said he was “not convinced” the killings were “purely 
NPA-motivated” even as he supported the suggestion of 
Gov. Emilio R. Osmena to let a civilian investigator of 
fiscal conduct a separate probe. 


Early in the investigation, the military had said residents 
of sitio Bigtik, Magcalape were attacked by Communist 
rebels because of their refusal to pay revolutionary taxes. 


Nine suspects were later arrested in a neighboring moun- 
tain barangay, some of whom claimed they were mass 
base supporters of NPA and were accompanied by 
armed rebels in the slaughter. 


Mangubat said he would sponsor a resolution in today’s 
regular session condemning the violent incident. 


P. B. Member Riboniapil Holganza Jr., in a talk with 
SUN STAR DAILY Friday, said he didn’t see any more 
need for his committee on human rights and labor to 
investigate the killings. 


Sixteen persons, including women and young children, 
were killed when armed men strafed a bamboo “capilla” 
where some 30 devotees were praying the rosary past 7 
p.m. 


The sect leader, Gervacio Sarito known as “Papa 
Basyong” was among the fatalities. 


On the earlier group of 60-70 evacuees barangays, Baye, 
Bairan and Agabanga in Asturias who came to Cebu city 
the other week to complain of alleged military abuses, 
Mangubat said he has already made his recommendation 
to Gov. Osmena. 
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He had urged the replacement of the predominant 
llonggo-speaking soldiers in the 66th Infantry Batallion 
in Tuburan for Cebuanos. 


no Questions Cost of Alliance With 
42000068d Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in 
English 8 Dec 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “Counting the Costs of Being a U.S. Ally”] 


{Text} Forty-seven years ago today, Japan triggered off 
an explosive Pacific campaign of conquest with a crip- 
pling attack on the U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbor. 


That day (because of time zone differences, Dec. 7 in 
Pearl Harbor was Dec. 8 in Manila) is marked on 
American calendars as one of infamy. 


It should be similarly highlighted on Philippine calen- 
dars, not to remind us to beware of our enemies’ treach- 
ery, but to warn us to be wary of our allies’ assurances. 


The reason is that Dec. 8 also marked the start of the 
Japanese onslaught on the Philippines, a colony under 
the military umbrella of the U.S.. 


On that day, Japanese bombers blitzed Clark, Nichols 
and Iba airbases, annihilating half of the U.S. air force in 
the Philippines. That shattering attack, and the subse- 
quent invasion, provides us with three things to ponder. 


First, the Japanese attack was what in modern parlance 
would be called a “counterforce” first strike—a blow to 
eliminate an enemy's military capability. In this case, the 
capability was represented by American bases in the 
Philippines. 


The Japanese rationale for invading and occupying the 
Philippines had a strong counterforce flavor. Our coun- 
try was taken and brutally subjugated by the Imperial 
Army to a large degree because of the presence of U.S. 
forces here. 


The second point to consider about Dec. 8 is that it 
showed that, apart from inviting attack, the U.S. military 
umbrella crumbled at the test. Japan took the Philip- 
pines after a five-month campaign ‘hat took more Fili- 
pino lives than American ones. Cle“ ,. the U.S. failed in 
its Commitment to protect its col... 


That is, if there was any commitment at all. At an Allied 
staff conference in March 1941, nine months before the 
bombs fell, it had already been decided that if necessary, 
the Pacific (with the exception of the Aleutians, Hawaii, 
Australia and New Zealand) could be considered 
expendable in the face of a Japanese attack. 
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This leads us to the third point. Not withstanding the 
failure of the American security umbrella, many Filipi- 
nos still fought, spilled blood and made horrendous 
sacrifices in that war. “Viat did we get from the sacrifices 
we made fighting on the side of the Americans? 


The outcome of our sacrifice, and the failure of the U.S. 
to defend us, was a devastated economy, the prolonga- 
tion of the U.S. military bases’ stay here, and the 
imposition of unequal treaty relations. The last gave 
parity rights to Americans, a concession that was 
extracted when the U.S. threatened to withhold rehabil- 
itation funds if we didn’t sign. 


Now, almost half a century later, it is possible to draw a 
few historical parallels. 


We are host to military installations we have no effective 
control over, and which invite counterforce strikes more 
terrible than those of 1941. We are signatory to a 
“mutual defense” treaty whose strength of commitment 
is as dubious (the U.S. is not automatically bound to 
come to our defense, because their congress has to vote 
on it first) as its use to us. The treaty is clearly oriented 
towards a defense against American foes, who may not 
necessarily be ours. 


Will we again be considered expendable in the event of 
another conflict? Will we again be made to sacrifice 
Filipino lives fighting off a counterforce attack cn instal- 
lations we don’t control? What benefit will we get from 
our existing military treaties? 


These are questions which we must ask ourselves when 
we review our defense agreements. Beyond the rhetoric 
and emotionalism, there is need to determine the exact 
value of the U.S. bases to us and the role these play in our 
national security. 


Jailed CPP Leaders Allege Torture, Denial of 
Justice 


42000059¢ Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in 
English 7 Dec 88 p 38 


[Letter by imprisoned CPP officials under the rubric 
“Democratic Space”: “Cry Freedom™] 


[Text] We are being imprisoned not for any crime 
against the Filipino people and nation but for our 
political views and activities which, we believe, are 
aimed to serve the national and democratic interests of 
the people. We are being imprisoned by the state of the 
exploiting classes because we have sided with the broad 
masses of the people in the struggle for liberation from 
the larger prison without bars which is the present 
Philippine society. 
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A big number of today’s political detainees fought long 
and hard the Marcos fascist dictatorship and the U.S. 
ruling circles that supported that tyrannical regime. 
Many of us were arrested, tortured and indefinitely 
imprisoned during that time. 


After the fall of the dictator Marcos, we have pursued the 
struggle against imperialist domination of our country 
chiefly that of the U.S., feudal and semi-feudal exploita- 
tion of the peasant masses and fascist repression of the 
people by the armed forces of the Aquino government. 
For we have seen that in spite of the much-ballyhoed 
change of political rule in February 1986, the long- 
standing national and socioeconomic problems of the 
people are not being solved but instead further aggra- 
vated by the present regime. To preserve and prolong the 
exploitive ruling system in the country, the U.S.-Aquino 
regime has unleashed a ruthless total war against the 
broad masses of the people and the progressive and 
revolutionary forces that are seeking basic changes in the 
life of the Filipino people and nation. 


Many of the present political detainees, like Eliza Lubi 
and Valeriano Albarando, were severely tortured and 
tormented by their military captors to forcibly extract 
information from them and weaken their political will. A 
number like the five of us were oppressively held in 
solitary confinement for months and their contacts with 
relatives, lawyers and friends highly restricted. These 
brutalities inflicted on them gave physical sufferings and 
mental distress. 


Most of us were illegally arrested and our belongings 
seized without warrants. We were denied legal counsels 
of our own choice during military interrogation. What 
more, false evidences like firearms and documents were 
planted and claimed by the military to have been found 


in Our possession. 


Many of us are being charged in government courts on 
the basis of such illegally produced evidences. A typical 
case being put up against us is so-called illegal possession 
of firearms and explosives in furtherance of rebellion by 
applying a law decreed by the fascist dictator Marcos, 
P.D. 1866, which remains in force up to now. This is a 
repressive decree which does not allow bail for such an 
offense thus denying the accused provisional liberty. 


Aside from rebellion charges, murder or other criminal 
cases are spuriously filed against a number of us to 
forestall our temporary release through bail in any one 
case. In fact, court decisions granting bail in several 
cases, like Rodolfo Salas’ and Maria Luisa Dominado’s, 
have been brazenly disregarded. A Supreme Court deci- 
sion in the Liagan Vs. Enrile case in 1985 would unjus- 
tifiably prevent release from detention of those arrested 
without warrants provided that some charges have been 
filed against them after their arrests. Worst of all, a 
number like J Madlos and Valeriano Albarando are 
being detained for months on end without even formal 
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charges. All these crafty maneuvers are resorted to by the 
Aquino regime in order to indefinitely confine the most 
number of political detainees. 


Seriously ailing political detainees, like Juanito Rivera 
and Jorge Madlos, are continuously kept in jail and were 
denied adequate medical examination and treatment by 
independent physicians for quite some time. The mili- 
tary establishment would publicly downgrade their ill- 
nesses to justify further detention and cover up their own 
inhumanity. 


Yes, the Aquino regime is inhuman and lawless, to say 
the least, towards the oppressed and those who fight for 
and with the oppressed. That is but a consequence of its 
oppressive and unjust rule that serves the interests of the 
foreign and domestic exploiting classes. 


[Signed] Rafael Baylosis, Gloria A. Jopson, Romulo 
Kintanar, Marco Palo and Benjamin de Vera; PC-INP 
Jail, Camp Crame, Quezon City 


Success of Negros Governor's Land Reform 
Scheme at Home 

42000057 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
5 Dec 88 p 11 


[Article by Armin A. Amio: “Lacson’s 60-30-10 Land 
Scheme Works”] 


[Text] Bacolod, Negros Occidental—Gov. Daniel 
“Bitay” Lacson has a lot of reasons to be happy. For one, 
his 60-30-10 land use/distribution scheme is working, at 
least in his own lands. 


In implementing the scheme in his nearly 50-hectare 
farm, he gave 10% or 4.71 hectares to 18 worker families 
in 1986 on the agreement that they would pay him 
40,000 pesos per hectare “whenever they could.” 


Mr. Lacson’s farm also donated 500 square meters to 
each family for their own use. To give them security of 
tenure, the 200-square-meter lot on which the workers’ 
houses stand, was also given free provided they will not 
build any additional structure on the premises. 


He, however, extracted a promise from the workers that 
they would only work their own lands on weekends. The 
workers, Mr. Lacson recalled, were quite uneasy about 
being landowners. In fact, a month later, the workers 
came back “to return the land, as they were quite happy 
being salaried workers.” But he refused to take his lands 
back. 


First Year Results 


The workers thus planted sugar in their land, and grossed 
238,810.55 pesos in their first year. After paying 
31,504.34 pesos in production expenses, farmers gave 
Mr. Lacson 50,000 pesos as initial payment for the land. 
About 80,000 pesos was set aside for the next cropping 











Prudential Bank of Bacolod and the remaining 22,900 
pesos was divided among themselves. 


The farmers are now in their second year of planting 
sugar and are looking forward to a much higher income. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Lacson set aside 30 


of his farm for cattle farming and guapple, guayabano, 
and citrus production. 


Transition 
According to Mr. Lacson, the 60-30-10 scheme may be a 


phasing out of landowners matched with a phasing in of 
farmers. 


This, he pointed out, will not “drive away the money as 
there is smooth transition.” 


Although admitting some landowners may resist the 
aes oe ee © ee ee Oe 
ARP.” 


Daily Assesses Impact of Negros Poverty, 
Counterinsurgency 


42000056c Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in 
English 25, 26 Nov 88 


[Article by Sheila Coronel] 


[25 Nov pp 1, 6] 


txt] Acolod City—The sugarcane-milling season is in 
ll swing in Negros Occidental. From north to south, the 
canefields have colored the landscape green. 


Trucks and railroad cars heavy with cane crisscross the 
highways. And all throughout the countryside, groups of 
men and women toil long hours to harvest and load the 
cane. 


Sugar prices have been up since last year, reversing the 
decline in world prices in the early and mid-1980s, a 
time when hunger stalked the province. 


Today, for the first time in many years, provincial 
officials are optimistic about Negros’ future. The sugar 
mills are back operating at full capacity and the prawn 
farms are producing. 


Buoyed by the resurgent prosperity, planters are taking 
trips to Europe again and brand-new vans and Mercedes- 
Benzes once again ply provincial roads. 





But the hum of the mills and the trappings of prosperity 
are deceiving, for the economic revival has not made 
much of an impact on the majority of the island's poor. 


According to a recent survey by the University of St. La 
Salle Social Research Center here, the total household 


at 1,500 pesos. The survey also showed that 45 per cent 
of Negros’ poor are unemployed. 


Moreover, the hum of the new prosperity is often 
drowned out by the sounds of war. An ugly, and often 
brutal, insurgency war is being fought on Negros. 


Though the very vocal Church of Negros is crying for the 
establishment of zones of peace in the province, govern- 
ment and military officials here foresee only the contin- 
uation, if not the escalation, of the conflict. 


Over the past several weeks, military operations have 
displaced hundreds of residents in the interior villages of 
southern Negros Occidental. 


Last month, some 600 families were reported to have 
evacuated to the Himamaylan town center where, Baco- 
lod Archbishop Antonio Fortich says, about 100 of the 
refugees, mostly children, have died in a few weeks. 


Meanwhile, New People’s Army guerrillas have been 
conducting sabotage operations, burning haciendas, 
destroying tractors and taking away carabaos, in an 
effort, they say, to destroy the economic base of 
“despotic” landowners. 


Daniel Lacson, governor of Negros Occidental, believes 
that the political situation here is more polarized now 
than at any time since the Aquino Government took 
over. 


Though the resurgent economy should have helped buoy 
up the Center in Negros, the reality is that the relative 
prosperity does not seem to have an effect on the state of 
peace in the province. 


On the contrary, the improvement in the economy came 
side by side with the escalation of the conflict. Since the 
ceasefire between .he Government and the insurgents 
ended in February 1987, there has been no letup in the 


fighting. 


Altogether, the prospects for Negros appear to be not 
only the continued escalation of the conflict but also the 
involvement of more and more civilians on both sides in 


the fighting. 
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On the one hand, the military has deployed more forces 
on the island, as part of a strategy to saturate NPA- 
controlled areas with both regular and paramilitary 
troops in order to limit the guerrillas’ maneuver areas. 


Today, there are four Army battalions and two Scout 
Ranger companies in Negros Occidental, one of the 
highest concentrations of military troops in the Visayas. 


Over the past months, there has been aggressive recruit- 
ty | cas units partly funded by the local 
elite. 


Col. Rene Cardones, chief of the Negros Island Com- 
mand, sees the need to deploy even more troops in order 
to consolidate military victories and bring the war to a 
decisive conclusion by the end of the decade. 


“We hope that we could come up with something that 
would let us determine the final outcome of the war in 
the next two or three years,” he says. 


The PC-FC is a vigilante-type organization that has been 
charged with a string of abuses by human rights groups. 
PC-FC members are each paid 1,400 pesos a month to 
protect haciendas from NPA incursions. 


says Cardones, making it one of the biggest 
tions anywhere in the country. 


Taken together, the Cafgu and the PC-FC in Negros 
Occidental alone total 3,000 armed men, Cardones says. 


On the other hand, in statements issued in the last 


Fle mn apg ng, mye Meme 


years, the rebels have organized over 5,000 members of 
village-based militias and self-defense forces armed with 
home-made or low-caliber weapons. 
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Over the past one and a half years, the rebel leadership 
has increasingly taken on what observers here describe as 
a more “militarist” position. They say that the rebels 
appear to be shifting more and more resources to guer- 
agitation. 


This shift was mainly responsible for the resignations of 
about | 5 leading cadres of the regional Communist Party 
committee, says Cardones. 


The resignations, he adds, have apparently resulted in a 
cleansing of the insurgents’ ranks and a Communist 
Party leadership in Negros that is more unified in 
stressing the armed aspect of revolutionary warfare. 


Meanwhile, the fighting is taking its toll on the island's 


Anthropologist Violeta Lopez-Gonzaga of the St. La 
Salle University Social Research Center, recounts prob- 
lems in towns like Kabankalan in southern Negros where 
small farmers cannot harvest crops for fear of NPA- 
military encounters. 


“We found out that in some areas where the community 
is producing a surplus, the NPA would go there for 
meals,” she says. “Of course, the people share it with 
thm, but the military is also there, so, oftentimes, the 


In some haciendas, politicized union members accused 
by the military of being NPA sympathizers say that 


Among others, social scientists like Gonzaga have seen 
the urgency of mitigating the conflict, if only for the 
survival of communities whose viability is threatened by 
the war. 


They have proposed the creation of peace zones in areas 
where there is high concentration of small farmers, like 
in upland Kabankalan and the Dacongogon valley. 


Armed groups from both sides of the conflict will not be 
allowed in these zones of peace so farmers can go about 
their work undisturbed. 
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Fortich, for his part, sees the need for peace zones more 
from a human rights point-of-view. “The peace zone 
could help very much to humanize the conflict,” he says. 
“The war is escalating, and whenever there are soldiers, 
you can't avoid it, there will always be atrocities.” 


But Lacson does not see the proposal as feasible. He 
thinks that neither side would want to be restricted in its 
conduct of warfare. He adds that the concept would be 
difficult to implement, since more and more civilians are 
now part of the war, and it would be hard to identify who 
is with the military and who, with the guerrillas. 


“The establishment of a zone of peace is ideal,” Lacson 
says, “but I don’t think that will happen.” 


[26 Nov pp 1, 9] 


[Text] Bacolod City—Ten years ago, Perlito Malilong 
was earning only 4 pesos a day from harvesting and 
weeding the sugarcane in a hacienda in the hinterlands in 
Escalante town in northern Negros. 


Thus, when the National Federation of Sugar Workers 
(NFSW), a radical trade union, began organizing in his 
area, Malilong and 21 other families agreed to form an 
NFSW chapter in Sitio Bernisan, in Pinapugasan village 
where they lived. 


Through the years, despite the intimidation by the 
hacendero and the military, the union worked for wage 
increases and other benefits. Today, the workers are paid 
33 pesos a day for weeding and 27 pesos a day for 
harvesting the canefields. 


That amount is still way below the 48 pesos-daily mini- 
mum wage, but it is much more than the workers could 
have gotten if they were not organized. 


Last January, NPA guerrillas burned down the hacienda 
where Malilong worked. He and four other NFSW mem- 
bers were blamed for the arson. They were then forcibly 
taken to the hacendero’s compound. 


There, Malilong recounts, they were beaten with rifle 


butts by paramilitary troopers and a Constabulary lieu- 
tenant while the landowner’s brother interrogated them. 


Malilong says that the continuous beating caused him to 
vomit blood. Unable to stand the pain any longer, he 
confessed to a crime he says he did not commit. 


Mali was kept in jail for 10 months. He was con- 


victed of arson, and last week, released on probation. But 
he cannot return home. He fears that once there, new, 
trumped-up charges will be filed against him, and he 
would lose his probationary status and be forced to 
return to prison. 
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Malilong says that since the landlord's hacienda was 
burned down, soldiers and paramilitary men have been 
harassing his sitio. The local NFSW chapter could not 
meet because it was suspected of fronting for communist 
guerrillas. The union has since been paralyzed. 


The families in Sitio Bernisan were also given large doses 
of anti-communisi propaganda. Last month. all the fam- 
ilies were forced to confess that as NFSW members, they 
supported the communists. Some of the active union 
members were also pressured into joining a paramilitary 
group put up by soldiers. 


Bernisan illustrates the plight of communities caught in 
the midst of the war on Negros and pressured by the 
protagonists of the war to take sides in the conflict. 


“The problem is that things are seen in black and white,” 
says Violeta Lopez-Gonzaga, an anthropogist who heads 
the University of St. La Salle Social Research Center 
here. “There is no room for the center, for people who 
just want to be neutral. They are forced to take sides, so 
you have the polarization of forces.” 


Thus, Gonzaga says, one of the major bottlenecks in 
developing impoverished Negros is the peace-and-order 
situation. The war has caused the abandonment of farms 
and the displacement of hundreds of small farmers and 
sugar workers in areas of conflict. 


The paranoia generated by the fighting has also set back 
the work of legitimate groups involved in development 

and community organizing. Some of these 
groups have been unfairly branded as either communist 
or on the other extreme, involved in counterinsurgency. 


“The people get it from both sides,” Gonzaga says, 
“They are used as pawns in the struggle for power.” 


But Negros Occidental Gov. Daniel Lacson sees this 
period of “terrible conflict” as a necessary transition, 
until such time as the military can turn the tide of the 
insurgency. “What do you expect the Government to 
do?” he asks. “Allow the NPA to take control?” 


Even as he foresees that the military's “clearing opera- 
tions” will continue, Lacson has programmed the con- 
struction of centers to house what he expects will be the 
continuing stream of refugees from the war. 


Since last year, the military has deployed more troops 
and conducted large-scale clearing operations in sus- 
pected guerrilla bases. 


These moves were in part in response to armed provo- 
cations from the underground Left. Last year, NPA 
guerrillas attacked the headquarters of paramilitary 
troops right in the heart of Bacolod City and burned 
down the municipal hall in Manapla town. 
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Though there have been no major NPA offensives in the 
last two months, guerrillas continue to launch smaller- 
scale sabotage operations, burning and looting of haci- 
endas, like the one where Malilong worked. 


In the wake of NPA operations, the military comes in. So 
the cycle of war continues. Soldiers set up detachments, 
organize paramilitary units and conduct intensive anti- 
communist agitation. 


In many of these communities, it 1s alleged that residents 


In turn, military detachments in communities that have 
supposedly “returned to the fold of the law” become 
targets of NPA attacks. 


Col. Rene Cardones, chief of the Negros Island Com- 


The surrenders are part of a counterinsurgency strategy 
designed to constrict the maneuver areas of guerrillas. 


The centerpiece of this strategy is the destruction of what 
the military calls the “underground political infrastruc- 
ture” of the rebels, the network of grassroots support that 
allows guerrillas and underground cadres to operate. 


The strategy is aimed at what the insurgents refer to as 
their “organized mass base,” communities organized by 
rebel cadres and, therefore, supportive of the rebel 
movement. 


The military believes that trade unions, Church organi- 


Cardones says that the Communist Party in this prov- 
ince claimed, in documents recently captured by the 
military, an organized mass base of 134,000 people by 
early 1986, the biggest NPA base in the entire Visayas. 
Some 29,000 of these, the documents cite, are part 
organized trade unions, Cardones says. 


2, 


This makes the NFSW the biggest and most militant 
labor federation on Negros, a natural target of attack. 
The NFSW has 85,000 members in the province and 
120,000 nationwide. 
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Since the start of this year, the NFSW says 4,311 of its 
members in 49 haciendas throughout Negros Occidental 
have been forced to surrender to the military. Another 
2,096 members in 17 haciendas were also forced to 
withdraw their membership in the union, the NFSW 


parish priest of Hinigaran 
coun in cnutinon Maapen, tiie of chat he bellows lo a 


loci | military detachment interrogated about their orga- 
nization’s activities and tien told to return home. 


After this initial interrogation, the leaders are called 
again and again, sometime: at 2 or 3 a.m. The military, 
Union says, sows intrigue among the leaders by accusing 
them of telling on each other. 


The organization is also forbidden to meet or even 
conduct Bible services. Eventually, the organized com- 
munity is weakened and intimidated, says < priest. 


Military officials here estimate that the pati) rn of sur- 
renders will continue in the coming months, capecially in 
areas which, they say, are already feeling the pinch of 
NPA taxation. 


But Cardones also acknowledges that NPA losses in 
terms of a narrowing mass base in some areas is made up 
for in gains in other areas. Though there were big losses 
in some southern Negros towns, he says, the NPA also 
had substantial gains in central Negros and some parts of 
the south. 


As this tug-of-war continues, the transition that Lacson 
talks about may take longer and may be more vicious 
than he has imagined. 
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[Commentary in the “Human Factor” column by 
Melinda Quintos De Jesus: “Economic Growth] 


[Text] Government officials should note how the spate 
of violent news last week affects those economic indica- 
tors usually cited to prove the gains of economic recov- 
ery. There is no denying the business boom and the 
resurgence of entrepreneurial activities in most urban 
centers of the country. But are these secured and assured 
for the long-term? The jeepney strike and the clumsy 
meddling of the price issue, the Cebu massacre, and the 
confrontation between the forces of Philippine Constab- 
ulary and political warlords in Jolo are the stuff that can 
berail and slow down the pace of real economic growth. 


From the very beginning, President Aquino underscored 
the economy as a priority of her agenda. The focus made 
sense. The problem was obvious. The plunder of the 
national treasury had brought the economy to a virtual 


The government acted to dismantle the agricultural 
monopolies set up by Marcos and infused resources into 

iming activities in the countryside. It called on 
the private sector to act as the engine of growth. 


But obviously, it was not only the economy that was in a 
shambles. And the rebuilding of the economy could not 
take place in a vacuum. In a period of political turbu- 
lence and instability, early corrective measures had little 
palpable impact on economic growth. 


It is questionable whether any of those trade missions 
sent abroad actually did any good when these had to 
compete with the television coverage of coup attempts 
and military clashes with the insurgency. Except perhaps 
to make the Department of Trade feel useful. 


In a period of relative stability, the economy has 
responded with an impressive show of recuperative 
resilience. It may be time for government to begin 
—s shifting its gears by actively addressing other 
areas of concern. 


In a television discussion last week, economist Marhar 
Mangahas of the Social Weather Station observed that 
while noneconomists put economic issues ahead of 
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everything else, he tends to leave them for the last. The 


the political warlords and to assert the exclusive right of 
the state to bear arms to uphold law and order. It should 





As an economist and social scientist, Mangahas feels 
government e-onomists should watch the figures 
measure poverty as a more accurate indicator of 


ge 


growth. In that connection, government efforts should 
hasten the redistribution of wealth through land reform 
and maximum wage measures and other workers’ bene- 


tainty that still clouds the future. 


Such a lack of confidence is not a good sign for the 
economy. 
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the same as that 
of Thai- 


omitted] Whenever Thailand has 

ia, we usually talk about the 

problem of Vietnam and the Soviet Union. The view is 
in trade with each other. 


still Cambodians. x The people of Cambodia are similar 
to the people of Thailand both ethnically and culturally. 


that Vietnam won't change. And we forget that there are 
rectly, that column appeared at a time when the negoti- § The people who live near the border are related to cach 


Their colitical position is 
pendence and freedom. 


problems with 
humbtle itself by asking to stay in the Philippines, andthe § of Thailand. Their policies are similar to those 


[Excerpt] [ 


Columnist Discusses Issues 
42070035 Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 21 Oct 88 p 2 


[“Small World” column by “Bond”: “Mutual Benefits”] 
Philippines said that it didn’t care if the United States _land if we remember that people everywhere want inde- 


[Text] I once wrote about the problem of the American 
military bases in the Philippines. If | remember cor- 


were very acrimonious. The United States didn’t want to 


stayed or not. 
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a a ‘i 
sures indicating to the majority of people in Cambodia 
that Thailand supports the return to power of the Khmer 
Rouge, they will probably welcome the chance to become 
friends of Thailand. But during the past decade, Thai- 
land has expressed a different attitude. More than other 


: 
| 
| 
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anc neutral Cambodia to serve as a buffer between 
Thailand and Vietnam, relations between Thailand and 
Vietnam will improve, and there will be a greater chance 
of turning the battlefield into a trade field. 


We cannot improve relations with Laos unless we open a 
political front instead of a military front with respect to 
Cambodia. Thus, it's time that we asked ourselves why 
we have been i ing a military policy and what 
we have gained and lost by this. Thailand has reinforced 
its military forces, but this has made the border less safe. 
Is this what we want? 


THAILAND 


reducing the use of military measures and reducing the 
military support given to the Khmer Rouge. We should 
change our attitude and begin playing a different role in 
the United Nations and ASEAN. In the long run, imple- 
menting such a policy would be more beneficial to 
Thailand than implementing a narrow policy and 
“inviting the enemy into the house” as in the past. 


Senior F Mizistry Aide Clarifies 


42070041 Bangkok SU ANAKHOT in Thai 
9-15 Nov 88 pp 22-25 


{Interview with Sarot Chawanawirat, the director-gen- 
eral of the Information Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, om 31 October 1988 at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs: “The Development of the Foreign Ministry's 
Policy on Cambodia™] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Mr Sarot Chawanawirat, 
the director-general of the Information Department, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who will soon be transferred 
from this position to the position of director-general of 
the ASEAN Department, granted a special interview to 
SU ANAKHOT at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 31 
October. He spoke about Thailand's Cambodia policy, 
ee ee 
for the various changes that have occurred. He wants all 
people, not just people in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
to understand this. [passage omitted] 


[Question] In that period [1978], did we know that there 
was a conflict between Pol Pot and Vietnam? 


[Answer] We had an inkling but did not know the extent 
of the conflict. Pol Pot had begun launching 
attacks inside Vietnam. They also attacked us. But that 
was just a few months before Cambodia was invaded 
(Vietnam helped the Kampuchean National United 
Front for National Salvation [K NUFNS] topple the Pol 
Pot regime on 7 January 1979). Pol Pot made mistakes. 
He was not smart. Because he had conflicts with Viet- 
nam, he should have made fnends with Thailand. But he 
didn’t. His forces attacked Ban Noi Pa Rai and killed 
pregnant womem. We had to prepare a White Book. At 
that time, there were many indications that Vietnam had 
decided to abandon China and side with the Soviet 
Union. They felt that they would have greater security by 
siding with the Soviet Union than with China. 


As for the Cambodia problem, if we had wanted to solve 
the problem then and there, we could have admitted that 
Pol Pot was evil and that he had caused problems for us 
and that it was good that he had been toppled. We could 
have created new relations, and that would have been the 
end of it. And so why didn't we do that? The reason why 
we didn't is that at that time, we didn't know what 
Vietnat.:'s intentions were. They had already sent troops 
to Laos and reached a military agreement. And so when 
they invaded Cambodia, we couldn't trust them. Our 
goal was to increase our security as much as possible. 
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That was our main goal. If it hadn't been for that, we 
would have ignored the matter, and there wouldn't have 
been any problem. But in the long term, problems would 
have arisen. Because instead of staying in their own 
zone, Vietnam would have gotten into arguments with 
Thailand over Laos and Cambodia. Vietnam has in 
effect had suzerainty over both Cambodia and Laos. 


[Question] Does Thailand still think thst Vietnam plans 
to expand its influence by forming an Indochina Feder- 
ation? 


[Answer] Yes. The only question is whether they will do 
this formally. There is already a federation. The military 
has captured documents, and French officials have told 
us that they have talked with party officials.... This is 
quite believable. 


[Question] But the situation has changed greatly. 


[Answer] Yes, it has. They don’t need to do this offi- 
cially. They have suzerainty over Laos and Cambodia. 
That is like having a federation without having to 
announce it. 


[Question] China, too, considers itself to be a large 
country and feels that it should have influence over this 
region. Why aren't we as strict with China as we are with 
Vietnam? 


[Answer] We feel that things have changed. In the past, 
China was very evil. Which country opposed China the 
most during the 1960s? The answer is, Thailand. We 
have been able to adjust. China posed a great threat in 
the past. But we no longer need to oppose them. We did 
that in the past. Indonesia became close to China, which 
led to the events of 1965. I don’t want to say too much 
about that. But Thailand has always implemented the 
right policy. When China drew closer to the United 
States, we saw what was happening and saw that China 
would split away from the Soviet Union. We realized 
that the Soviet Union would support Vietnam. Thus, we 
tried to create a balance. At the same time, ever since the 
Khukrit administration, we have constantly put pressure 
on China to sever its ties with the Communist Party of 
Thailand (CPT). It wasn’t Order 66/23 alone that forced 
the CPT to change its position. Our foreign policy had a 
part in this, too. It isn’t necessary to go into which had 
the greater impact. The fact is, China severed its ties. 
That shows that they wanted to have relations with the 
government and people. 


Our goal of maintaing our national security interests has 
dictated the form of our Cambodia policy. The fact that 
Vietnam is in Laos and Cambodia in effect means that 
Vietnam has moved its border next to us. In the case of 
Cambodia, we have to show them that this is unaccept- 
able. We have had problems with Laos, too. Laos has 
said that the Thai government, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi, 
and the Thai prime minister are all evil. Do they intend 
to invade us and change our government? We want to 
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show them that this is unacceptable and that they should 
stop engaging in such activites. Thus, we want to solve 
the Cambodia problem. It isn’t necessary that Cambodia 
side with us. That is an old idea. The world has changed. 


Initially, we didn’t know what to do. We thought that the 
best way was to have Cambodians oppose (the presence 
of Vietnam) and rebuild the country. We have no use for 
Pol Pot. 


[Question] A moment ago you said that Cambodia 
doesn’t need to side with us or serve as a buffer state. 
What do we want with respect to Cambodia? 


[Answer] We want Cambodia to be friends with us or at 
least not to consider us as an enemy. We want them to be 
neutral in the sense of having dealings with both Viet- 
nam and Thailand, as Sihanouk used to do. Since 
1980-1981, we have said that even if we can solve this 
problem, we are afraid that the Thai people won't 
understand. That is, if Cambodia becomes neutral and 
Sihanouk returns to power and begins to curse Thailand, 
the Thai people won't understand. But that is one 
solution. Cambodia will be neutral. It will oppose us on 
certain issues and side with us on others. And it will treat 
Vietnam the same way. But at least it won't side with just 
one country. 


[Question] If they are to be neutral as we want, will they 
have to have a democratic system? 


[Answer] They can be whatever they want. If the people 
choose socialism, that’s fine. Recently, China and the 
Khmer Rouge have renounced socialism and commu- 
nism. That's fine. They can be whatever they want. They 
can be friends with all countries. 


At present, what struggle methods do we have? Origi- 
nally, we had only the United Nations. We held an 
ASEAN ministers conference in Bangkok in February 
1980. We formulated three principles to which we have 
adhered. |. All troops must be withdrawn. 2. The Cam- 
bodian people must be the ones to decide. 3. Cambodia 
must be independent and not side with any country. It 
must be neutral. But during the first 2-3 years, we 
couldn't do anything except bring things before the 
United Nations. The United States didn’t get involved. 


Let’s talk for a moment about Vietnam's plans with 
respect to its invasion of Cambodia, because they sided 
with the Soviet Union and wanted to eliminate Chinese 
influence in this region. We felt that instead of things 
being like that.... How could we cooperate with the 
Soviet Union and Vietnam at that time? We felt that it 
would be better to create a balance of power and so we 
began cooperating with China in order to create greater 
leverage. This doesn’t mean that we love Pol Pot or agree 
with him or that we love China. Playing with Vietnam 
was the same as playing with the Soviet Union. And at 
that time, the United States did not interfere. 
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For 2-3 years, we did things through the United Nations, 


Rouge. We played an important role in that. The Uni - 
Nations didn’t have much power, but at least it was 


pressure. ( 
erase 5 Ge fonuntion of tn COUN a 9 eth 1982 
based on a communique signed by Sihanouk, Son Sann, 
and Khieu Samphan in Kuala Lumpur on 22 June 1982.) 
After that, ASEAN’s policy crystalized and became 
Clearer. That is, there were three lines: 1. political isola- 
tion, 2. military pressure, and 3. economic boycott. This 
was formulated by ASEAN. [passage omitted] 


As for the policy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, those 
who say that our policy has been too harsh are wrong. As 
for diplomatic negotiations, if the negotiations don’t 
show any signs of achieving results, we won't negotiate. 
Who is it that can’t sleep. To whom was the under 
secretary referring when he used the phrase, “has diar- 
rhea when he wakes up?” It wasn’t us. Our economy was 
flourishing. We could wait. We wanted to negotiate from 
a position of strength. Take the military issue, for 
example. We didn’t expect to win militarily. That was 
impossible. The situation and various factors had to be 
right. What we got from the Soviet Union was fine. We 
then “pressed on.” 


We felt that the time had come to negotiate. Another 
thing that indicated that we were doing all right was the 
JIM (Jakarta Informal Meeting). If things had stayed as 
they were originally, we would not have gone. 


[Question] What were the main factors that led to these 
changes? 


[Answer] We obtained good intelligence. Actually, it was 
not intelligence. The newspapers printed stories. Every- 
one knew that Vietnam was experiencing serious diffi- 
culties. The rate of inflation was very high. They couldn't 
solve their domestic problems. The new leaders wanted 
to solve these problems and promote the economy. That 
was for us. Also, it was clear that the Soviet Union 
had n to change, and not just with respect to this 
matter or Afganistan. They were making many changes. 
In view of that, we had to change, too. JIM is an 
important example. If we had adhered to the 1983-1985 
policy, we would not have attended the JIM. It has 
always been Vietnam's position that this is a regional 
problem and not an international problem. They wanted 
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the countries in this region to solve the problem and then 
have the international community accept this. We 
accepted this for the reasons mentioned above. And we 
helped preserve Vietnam's face. Vietnam knows this. 
But our people don’t know. This is an example showing 
that we have “gone far.” 


[Question] Why do you feel that Vietnam hasn't 
changed? 


[Answer] As far as the Cambodia problem is concerned, 
they feel that the four Cambodian factions must solve 
the problem. Vietnam is just a concerned party. They 
have always maintained that this is a regional matter. 
From the latest work team, their ideas concerning having 
a demilitarized zone and moving the refugee camps 
remain unchanged. The PRK has been vague about the 
shape of the administrative committee. Things were 
clear when Sihanouk met with Hun Sen. But during the 
JIM, it seemed that Hun Sen was suggesting the forma- 
tion of a National Reconciliation Council that would be 
subordinate to his government. Sihanouk couldn't 
accept this. Thus, it was suggested that a multinational 
peacekeeping force be stationed there. This is still being 
discussed. 


[Question] What is Thailand's present policy toward the 
Khmer Rouge? 


[Answer] How can we curtail the rights of a group of 
Cambodians? O.K. We can curtail the rights of certain 
leaders. Recently, it seems that they were proposing that 
the Khmer Rouge be allowed to participate politically 
but not militarily. That was Phnom Penh’s idea. But this 
must be discussed. The U.S. position is quite clear. The 
Khmer Rouge leaders must not be allowed to come to 
power again. The Khmer Rouge rank and file are Cam- 
bodians. They should be allowed to play a role. Thailand 
has discussed this with the United States. We will have 
to wait and see to what extent they will go along with 
this. 


[Question] Let's return to the issue of a trade embargo as 
agreed on by ASEAN and other free-world countries. It 
seems that Thailand is taking the toughest position on 
this. As for other countries, while the governments of 
those countries have implemented the embargo, prviate 
businessmen in those countries are engaging in trade. 


Answer] You know the amount of Thai goods in Phnom 

and other parts of Cambodia. Our officials have 

not supported this. If it goes on, we don't want to know 
about it. Thai fishing boats sell rice and other things. It's 
not true that Singapore is the only one who is profiting. 
Because as far as trade between Thailand and Singapore 
and Hong Kong is concerned, the truth is that they are 
fellow Chinese. They maintain contact with each other. 
Take cereals and other foodstuffs from Thailand, for 
example. They may order items from Singapore, but the 
items come from Thailand. They get an LC elsewhere. 
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But they come here. saanvens Sap Conszind, insiading 


[Question] But the state has not benefited. 

[Answer] Politically, we can’t do that. 

[Question] What about the matter of repatriating the 
refugees? 


[Answer] That probably won't happen very soon. The 
political problems must be solved first. If we can solve 
the political problems, everyone can return. If they 
return now, they will have to join the Khmer Rouge. The 
Khmer Rouge already holds land. There would be much 
confusion. Politically, we would lose. 


[Question] As far as the Cambodia problem is con- 
cerned, what are we concerned about the most? 


[Answer] Coordination among ourselves, the Western 
world, and ASEAN. There must be good understanding. 
They realize that we are nearest the problem. They listen 
to us. But at present, we do not think that what is being 
done regarding the Khmer Rouge is correct. 


When it began to look as if the Cambodia problem could 
be solved, people began asking what could be done to 
prevent the Khmer Rouge from regaining power. Actu- 
ally, that does not go against our policy. We have never 
wanted that. When people first began crossing the border 
into Thailand, we did not welcome the Khmer Rouge. It 
was Vietnam that drove them across the border. In 1980, 
if we had not allowed them into the country, many would 
have died. It was the United States that put pressure on 
us to accept them. 


[Question] Has Thailand played a role in supplying them 
with weapons from China? 


[Answer] We have not concealed that. 


[Question] Has this stopped yet? 
[Answer] Not yet. 


Lists of Parliament Committee M 
42070037c Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
26 Oct-1 Nov 88 pp 10, 11 


(“Focus on Parliament” column by Sisen: “Who is Who 
on the 18 Subcommittees?” 


[Excerpts] The Labor Subcommittee 


1. Mr Suphasit Techatanon, chairman; 2. Mr Sayom 
Rammasut, first vice chairman; 3. Mr Ophat Rong- 
ngoen, second vice chairman; 4. Mr Chawalit Mahachan, 
secretary; 5. Mr Somsak Khunngoen, assistant secretary; 
6. Mr Buaphrom Thirakalayanphan, subcommittee 
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spokesman; 7. Mr Prawit Rattanaphian, the first assis- 
tant spokesman; and 8. Mr Phinit Chansombun, the 
second assistant spokesman. 


The Science, Technology, and Energy Subcommittee 


1. Pilot Officer Bunyong Wattanaphong, chairman; 2. 
Mr Sanoe Phungchiam, first vice chairman; 3. Mr Usa 
Saramala, second vice chairman; 4. Mr Chatri Phiriya- 
kitphaibun, secretary; 5. Mr Lamphong Philasombat, 
assistant secretary; 6. Mr Sinat Rucha, subcommittee 
spokesman; and 7. Mr Kuson Mithet, assistant spokes- 
man. [passage omitted] 


The Economic Subcommittee 


1. Mr Samak Sunthorawet, chairman; 2. Mr Montri 
Danphaibun, first vice chairman; 3. Mr Manasak 
Inthonkomansut, second vice chairman; 4. Mr Kam- 
chung Praphakonkaeorat, secretary; 5. Mr Prakit Phon- 
ladet, first assistant secretary, 6. Mr Tosu Jatthikun, 
second assistant secretary; 7. Mr Rewat Sirinukun, sub- 
committee spokesman; and 8. Mr Sanan Phayakkhakur, 
assistant spokesman. [passage omitted] 


The Industry Subcommittee 


1. Mr Wirakon Sitthitham, chairman; 2. Mr Phichit 
Rattakun, first vice chairman; 3. Mr Somphong Amon- 
wiwat, second vice chairman; 4. Mr Thawin Chanpra- 
song, third vice chairman; 5. Mr Somsak Chanduaikit, 
secretary; 6. Mr Chamlong Khrutkhunthot, assistant 
secretary; 7. Mr Wirakon Khamprakop, subcommittee 
spokesman; 8. Mr Rewat Siribukun, subcommittee 
spokesman; 9. Chawin Pao-ari, assistant spokesman; and 
10. Mr Wisan Detchasen, advisor. 


The Subcommittee To Consider the Disclosure of 
Senco al ican bavetion ond Ye Gane Be 
Reports of Meetings 


1. Mr Niyom Worapanya, chairman; 2. Mr Chatchawan 
Chomphudaeng, first vice chairman; 3. Mr Pisan Chai- 
yachan, second vice chairman; 4. Admiral Siri Sirirangsi, 
third vice chairman; 5. Mr Phaichit Siworakhan, fourth 
vice chairman; 6. Mr Rakkiet Sukthana, fifth vice chair- 
man; 7. Mr Somsak Prisanananthakun, secretary; 8. Mr 
Suwitchai Chiamcharoen-udomdi, assistant secretary; 9. 
Mr Withaya Khan-asa, spokesman; and 10. Mr Mahah- 
ing Phraisin, assistant spokesman. [passage omitted] 


Cabinet Policies for Muslim South 
42070044a Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
16-22 Nov 88 pp 8, 9 


[Excerpts] At the cabinet meeting on 8 November, the 
cabinet issued a resolution to review the policy on 
solving the problems in the southern border provinces. 
The National Security Council will be responsible for 
coordinating the implemention of the policy. [passage 
omitted] The national security policy concerning the 
southern border has seven main points: |. The Yawi 
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language that is spoken by Muslims in the south will be 
considered to be a dialect just like dialects used in other 
regions of the country. 2. An effort must be made to 
foster understanding and mutual acceptance between 
Thai Buddhists and Thai Muslims. 3. Muslim leaders 
must be given a chance to play a role in solving the 
problems that have arisen in the southern border prov- 
inces. 4. The problem of poverty, which affects the 
development of Muslim society, must be solved as soon 
as possible. 5. Our relations with other countries must 
stress mutual interests in the fields of trade, investment, 
and politics rather than destructive interference. 6. Polit- 
ical, social, and psychological activities must be carried 
on in order to isolate and destroy those who are carrying 
out acts of violence. This must be done in conjunction 
with carrying on suppression activities in the form of 
separating friends and enemies. 7. Steps must be taken to 
prevent government officials from creating factors. The 
purpose of this is to bring peace and happiness to a 
society that has cultural differences and protect people 
from terrorists and bandits. 


During an inspection tour of the southern provinces on 
9-10 November, Maj Gen Praman Adireksan, the min- 
ister of interior, talked with the mass media at the J.B. 
Hotel in Hat Yai District. He said that the government's 
policy is to implement a line similar to the Eastern 

project. This will be called the “Southern 
Seaboard” project. The objective will be to promote 
investment in the southern provinces. 


Air Force To Acquire Radar Systems 
42070044c Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 1 Dec 88 p 9 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Last year, the Royal Thai 
Air Force purchased three sets of Sky Guard fire-control 
radar from Switzerland for use with the eight 30-mm 
“Cougar Mauser Aero” anti-aircraft artillery pieces that 
were purchased from West Germany to defend our 
airfields. The army and air force have purchased 30 T-74 
AAA pieces and an AAA fire-control radar system from 
China. (The army purchased these weapons based on the 
authorization given by the RTA CINC on 4 March 
1988.) These weapons will increase the strength of the 
AAA Division. 


The navy, too, is rapidly increasing the strength of the 
AAA units in the AAA and Coastal Defense Department. 
It has purchased a “Prycatcher” AAA fire-control radar 
system from the Netherlands. This system has already 
been installed. The navy’s “Prycatcher” radar system is 
of the same generation as that now in use in the army. 
The accompanying picture shows the “Prycatcher” sys- 
tem used by the Ist AAA Regiment the day that the 
army’s committee of senior advisors, which is headed by 
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachon, visited the unit 
last week and observed the operation of the radar and 
40-mm AAA pieces. [passage omitted] 
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The army and navy use the same type of AAA system. 
It’s good that they are using the same type of weapons, 
because they can exchange information. But they must 
be careful when purchasing parts to ensure that they 
don’t pay different prices when purchasing items from 
the same source. 


The air force has an AAA Directorate. Blowpipe rockets 
from England are deployed in the guided-missile com- 
panies. The army has purchased “Sapata” guided mis- 
siles from Italy and deployed them in the AAA battal- 
ions. There are indications that the navy, too, will 
procure guided missile systems. 


Sano Role at NESDB Seen by Phisit 
42070037b Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
26 Oct-1 Nov 88 pp 31, 32 


[Excerpts] Shortly after Gen Prem left office and the 
Chatchai administration took office, Mr Sano Unakun, 
the secretary general of the Office of the National Eco- 
nomic and Social Development Board [NESDB], a 
senior official ai the C-ll level, became the first bureau- 
crat to come under attack by political officiais, who 
wanted to make him the scapegoat for the dissatisfaction 
with the Prem system, which KHAO PHISET reported 
previously. Today, Mr Sano is still under great pressure. 
People continue to criticize him whenever they have a 
chance. [passage omitted] 


A news source said that in the past, Mr Sano and Mr 
Anuwan Wattanaphongsiri, the minister attached to the 
Office of the Prime Minister, who belongs to the Thai 
Nation Party and who oversees the work of the NESDB, 
had been very close friends ever since the time that they 
studied for their doctorates together. But over time, their 
views began to change, and they became estranged from 
each other. [passage omitted] 


Now that Maj Gen Chatchai Chunhawan is prime min- 
ister and Mr Anuwan Wattanaphongsiri is in charge of 
the NESDB, the NESDB representative is no longer Mr 
Sano. Rather, it is Mr Phisit Phakkasem, the deputy 
secretary general of the NESDB. On 14-15 October, a 
debate was held at the Government House on the topic 
“Regular Government Officials and Political Officials 
Helping Each Other To Think and Act.” The NESDB 
representative at the debate, which was attended by 
several ministers and even Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, 
the RTA CINC and acting supreme commander, was Mr 
Phisit Phakkasem, not Mr Sano Unakun. [passage omit- 
ted] 


As for well-known officials who had ties to Mr Phisit’s 
group, in the past, these included intelligent young men 
in the energy field such as Mr Siuwong Changkhasiri, the 
[former] director-general of the Department of Mineral 
Resources, Ministry of Industry, Dr Piyasawat Omara- 
nan, the director of the Energy Policy Office of the 
Development Council, Miss Sukhon Kanchanalai, the 
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director-general of the Department of Commercial Reg- 
istration, Ministry of Finance, and Dr Anat Aphaphi- 
rom, the governor of the Petroleum Authority of Thai- 
land. Sometimes, these people held conflicting views, 
because each one was very much his own man. In 
particular, Dr Phisit Phakkasem and Mr Siuwong once 
got heated argument. But they continued to 
ith each 


te other. [passage omitted] 


secretary, it is well known that Maj Gen 
Chatchai, the prime minister, has great admiration for 
him and has great trust in him. Even though Mr Siuwong 
has never said anything about this, everyone knows that 
Siuwong has a “direct line” to Maj Gen Chatchai. 


There are now signs that Mr Siuwong, Mr Phisit, and 
Miss Sukhon are joining forces. They are clearly the 
active group in energy circles. If they join together in 
order to accomplish things, this group will have a direct 
line to the Government House. 


Dr Phisit will be the person who supervises the energy 
matters of the t Council. Miss Sukhon is a 
member of the board of the Petroleum Authority of 
Thailand [PAT] and of the PAT Petroleum Survey and 
Production Company Lid. When he was the director- 
general of the Department of Mineral Resources, Mr 
Siuwong was a member of the board of the PAT, of the 
PAT Petroleum Survey and Production Company Ltd, 
and of the Thai Oil Company Ltd. This shows that each 
of these people has played an important role in the 
country’s energy sector. Thus, in looking at the state's 
energy sector, we cannot overlook the importance of 
these people. Each one has his or her own targets. 


Even though Mr Siuwong is playing a smaller role in 
national energy matters now that he is the deputy under 
secretary, he is still a favorite of Maj Gen Chatchai 
Chunhawan. Mr Banhan Silapa-acha, the minister of 
industry, who oversees the PAT, is well aware of this. 


The close relations between the members of this group 
will further weaken the position of Mr Sano. It can be 
said that he has enemies everywhere. We will have to 
wait and see what happens. The administrators at several 
State enterprises have been replaced, with Maj Gen 
Chatchai claiming that this was done because “we need 
a team.” [passage omitted] 


Sources Prioritize Domestic Concerns 
42070044b Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
23-29 Nov 88 pp 16, 17 


[Text] At a meeting of state intelligence units, ten prob- 
lems that could affect the stability of the government 
were discussed. The only thing is that at this point, it 
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isn’t known how the problems will develop. But it is 
thought that these problems will come to the forefront 
next month and continue on into 1989. 


1. Ore dredgers in Phangnga: Reports state that people 


ath pe eed oe Fp gah haga ns 


3. Farmers who raise livestock: Requests are being made 
that we import various farm produce, such as soybeans, 
that can be used as livestock feed. Today, the price of 
domestic farm produce is good, but those who raise 
livestock have to pay a high price. Thus, they are joining 
together to demand that such items be imported. 


4. The | percent tax: Fishermen were successful in 
demanding that the Prem 5 administration cut the 
prepaid tax by | percent. Now, farmers are demanding 
that the same thing be done for them. 


5. Building contractors: Today, more and more foreign 
construction companies are building projects in Thai- 
land. As a result, domestic building contractors have lost 
much work. They are joining together to put pressure on 
the government to implement measures to control the 
foreign companies and provide more support to domes- 
tic companies. 


6. High cost of land: It has been learned that land prices 
in almost all areas are much higher than they should be. 
As a result of this, the price of consumer goods has 
increased in many areas. This has created an inflationary 
situation. Besides this, land problems have led to an 
unusual number of killings, particularly in the south. 


7. Land disputes: In many places of the country, people 
are trespassing on national forest preserves and felling 
trees and destroying the forests. People are using “money 
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8. Mob fights: Today, those responsible for or involved 
in labor circles are trying to persuade labor advisors and 
leaders to join their camp. There are now at least four 
factions: the faction of Deputy Ministry Wattana Atsa- 
wahem, the faction of Maj Gen Praman Adireksan, the 
prime minister's faction, and the national security fac- 
tion, including the factions that have lost power 

If demands are made or a strike is called, we could easily 
have one mob confronting another mob. People tried to 
do this before, but the government was able to prevent 


ment will be faced with a “two-front war,” which will put 
it in a very difficult position. 

‘New Hope’ Plan for South, Muslim Leaders 
Respond 


42070043 Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 
9-15 Nov 88 pp 27-29 


Article by Ram Komniut: “Launching the ‘New Hope 
= * New Hope for the Thai Muslims in the Five 
Southern Provinces?”} 


ry a eae AD 


The New Hope, or Harab Panbaru Project (HPP) is a 


5-year project (1989-1993). The target area is the five 
southern provinces where large numbers of Muslims 
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live, that is, Satun, Songkhla, Narathiwat, Yala, and 
Pattani. A total of 61.78 percent of the country’s Mus- 
lims live in these five provinces. The first four provinces 
mentioned above border Malaysia. 


and lines to solve the Thai Muslim problems at both the 
international and domestic levels. In order to coordinate 
things with all the public and private units concerned 
and achieve results in solving the problems, the army 
will be the primary unit in establishing specific organi- 
zations to administer the project. 


At the second level, a 4th Army Region HPP Committee 
will be established. This committee will be responsible 
for implementing policies at the local level. Members 
will be appointed by the Office of the Prime Minister. 


The ISOC will be responsible for the project office. The 
Civil Affairs Department will be responsible for estab- 
lishing this office. The army chief of staff will serve as 
the secretary of the project office. The project office will 
be composed of government officials from the various 
units concerned. Also, there will be special slots for 
outsiders needed to carry out the work. 


The main plan is composed of five plans: 
1. The personnel development plan. 


2. The social and pyschological development plan. This 
calls for carrying on mass pyschological work and mass 
media public relations activities and reviving traditions 
and religion. 


3. The agricultural development plan. This calls for 
developing forestry, industry, and tourism. 


4. The infrastructure development plan. This calls for 
building highways, secondary roads, and water works 
projects. 


5. Special plans not included in the other four p«.. This 
can include such things as expanding the scope of things 
in order to achieve better results or doing other things as 
necessary, such as suppressing bandits and protecting the 
natural resources. 
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There are three sources of funds to carry on this project: 


plan has been sent to the Secretariat of the Cabinet and 
that the matter will be placed on the agenda. 


Some reports have stated that one thing that is putting 
pressure on the army to take urgent action on this project 


security problem in the south is more serious than that in 
the northeast. 


However, a high-level news source in the ISOC Civil 
Affairs Section told KHAO PHISET that that is a 
misunderstanding. The army wants to improve the stan- 
dard of living in all regions in order to prevent the 
outbreak of another revolutionary war. In the north, for 
example, there are the Doi Tung and Doi Yao Phop Phra 
projects. In the south, there is the Pak Phanang River 
basin project. Several royal projects are underway in the 
central region. The reason why much attention has been 
focused on the northeast is that northeasterners have the 


hope of the people in the five target provinces in the near 
future. As for whether the project will live up to its name, 
what is done during the course of implementing the 
project will provide the answer to that question. 


Pattani 88, Loud Explosions and the Name “Dr Arong 
Muleng” 


[Passage omitted] There is now much talk about the new 
leader of PULO, which is now carrying on violent 
activities in Pattani. PULO’s new leader, who has a 
doctorate, is Dr Arong Muleng. He is from Puyut in 
Muang District, Pattani Province. Before going abroad 
to ° 


rumors say that the things that have 
present disorder is the result of actions taken by certain 
government officials who want power. 


Senior people and villagers in general hold various 
views. Regarding Dr Arong Muleng being the head of 
PULO, Mr Den Tomina, an important MP from Pattani 
Province, said that “I do not know him personally. But I 
know that he is from Puyut. He studied in the United 
States. Newspaper reports have said that he earned his 
doctorate. Does he really have a doctorate?” 


When asked if Dr Arong Muleng really is the leader of 
PULO and if he had ever met him, Mr Den said that 
“actually, | don’t know. I did meet him once. I met him 
in Mecca in 1977. He said that he was living in the 
United States. We didn’t discuss politics. I think that he 
once lived in Sweden and went to the United States to 
study for his master’s degree. We met in Mecca but did 
not discuss politics. We didn't have time to discuss even 
personal matters. | haven't seen him since then. | don't 
know anything about him.” 


Mr Den also said that “if he really is carrying on such 
activities, I don't think that he has enough power to split 
the country. What is more important is that this is a 
battlefield in which each side is trying to win people to 
its side. If we can get the people to side with us, the 











Songkhla 


University are playing, he replied that “I don’t 
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University or elsewhere. [passage omitted] 


Mr Den’s views reflected a number of facts. Another § understand this, w: will understand the word “Muslim” 
important person provided some background informa- _regardiess of whether it is students at Songkhla Nakharin 


found 
did 
truth. 
those 
When asked whether “Bahari Khoknibong”™ is real, Mr 
Den said: “Yes, but it has never created any disturbances © When asked what role Muslim students at 
in Pattani. There was something strange about the burn- Nakhann 
tion on both Mr Den Tomina and religious leaders in 


the beldings” 
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lasting mistakes in mayor positions and policies, strategic 
supervision and achievement organization during the 
past many years, and due to delay in introducing the new 
economic management mechanism to life and the still 
many obstacles in business and production, basic 
in the 
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The Central Committee of the Communist Party has 
contributed opinions on the draft report of the Central 
Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front which were 
recently presented by Secretary General Pham Van Kiet 
to the Congress. 


| applaud the report for realistically reflecting the situa- 
tion of Front work, and of importance, clarifying the 


situation in which Front activities are of a generalized 
and excessively formal nature. 


As a member, the Vietnam Communist Party endorses 
the courses and missions presented, actively supports 
and will create favorable conditions for the Front to rise 
in fulfilling its historic assignment in the new period of 
the revolution. 


Dear Delegates 


this importance congress. allow me not to repeat these 
but to only list a number of problems relating to Front 
work. 











each local area. 


the entanglements in relations between the 


; 


Organization with the most extensive unity; and has not 
yet fulfilled its function as a firm support of the state as 
stipulated by the Constitution. 


Dear Delegates 


A characteristic of our country’s revolution is that at 
same time the party of the worker class and the worker- 
farmer alliance were formed, the National United Front 
was also established. 


Originating from the viewpoints of “using the people as 
the supporting base” and “revolution is an undertaking 
of the masses,” inheriting and developing the patriotic 
traditions of our people, from its very beginning, the 
ee ee ee 


every national and democratic force in the National 





ey ee er ae 
ive and specific action programs, the Front has 


Beginning the period of socialist revolution, a most 
and complete revolution is occurring in every 


The success of the socialist revolution can only be the 
result of conscientious and creative participation in a 
spirit of truly mastering a nation of all the people. 


Therefore, strengthening national solidarity, developing 
the collective ownership spirit of the people, and orga- 
nizing and motivating the people to enthusiastically 
participate in building the people's political power, 
ticipating in action movements aimed at achieving rev- 
Olutionary missions, especially the socioeconomic objec- 
tives set forth by the Sixth Congress of the Vietnam 
Communist Party, and contributing to the struggle to 
protect world peace must be the encompassing mission 
of the Vietnam Fatherland Front during the present 
period. 


ing the truth that to have a revolutionary action move- 


people inspecting.” Every party position and policy and 
state law must originate from the interests of the people 


the party and state in resolving the major 
the nation and the practical problems relat- 
ing to the lives of the people throughout the nation and 
in cach locality and residential area. The Front must join 
elected organizations and state agencies in effective 
resistance against every illegal action to protect the 








must take the initiative with the state in building a 
Front and the State, systemizing and substantiating that 
relationship. 


the people. Along with the full-time cadres, it is neces- 
sary to unceasingly expand the ranks of personnel and 
cadres who are not full time; and to expand the network 
of individuals active at the primary level. 


VIETNAM 


and create favorable conditions for the ranks of intellec- 
tuals to develop their talents and make many more 
contributions to the state. 


of all ethnic groups. We all know that national solidarity 
is the tradition and invincible strength of the Vietnam 
ethnic community. Our party gives special concern to the 


bers of the Front, will join agencies of the party and state, 
at the primary level, to assist and create 
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They must act precisely in accordance with the clection 
law. The Vietnam Fatherland Front is a representative of 
ic in accordance with the spirit of renovation. 


Hit a 


To ensure that the cooperation and relationship between 


Central Committee Presidium of the Vietnam Father- 


itself as the most loyal component. and Front, and between people's councils, people's 


a leader. Therefore, as 


i Minh stated, “The party cannot the Council of State, Council of Ministers and the 


the Vietnam Communist Party is a 


Front acknowledge its leadership right 
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This is a U.S. Government publication. Its contents in no way represent the 
policies, wews, or attitudes of the US. Government. Users of this publication may 
cite FBIS or JPRS provided they do so in a manner clearly identifying them as the 
secondary source. 














Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) and Joint Publications Research Service (JPRS) 
information, as well as scientific and technical data and reports. All information has been obtained from 
foreign radio and television broadcasts, news agency transmissions, newspapers, books, and penod- 
cals. Items generally are processed from the first or best available source; it should not be inferred that 
they have been disseminated only in the medium, in the language. or to the area indicated. Items from 
foreign language sources are translated; those from English-language sources are transcribed, with 
personal and place names rendered in accordance with FBIS transliteration style. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and maternal enclosed in brackets [] are suppled by FBIS/JPRS. 
Processing indicators such as [Text] or [Excerpts] in the first line of each item indicate how the 
information was processed from the onginal. Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically are enclosed in 
parentheses. Words or names preceded by a question mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear 
from the onginal source but have been supplied as appropriate to the context. Other unattributed 
parenthetical notes within the body of an item onginate with the source. Times within items are as given 
by the source. Passages in boldface or italics are as published. 














SUBSCRIPTION/PROCUREMENT INFORMATION 


The FBIS DAILY REPORT contains current news 
and information and is published Monday through 
Friday in eight volumes: China, East Europe, Sovwet 
Union, East Asia, Near East & South Asia, Sub- 
Saharan Africa, Latin Amenca, and West Europe 
Supplements to the DAILY REPORTs may also be 
available peniodically and will be distributed to regular 
DAILY REPORT subscribers. JPRS publications, which 
include approximately 50 regional, worldwide, and 
topical reports, generally contain less twme-sensitive 
information and are published periodically 


Current DAILY REPORTs and JPRS publications are 
listed in Governmem Reports Announcements issued 
semmonthly by the National Technical Information 
Service (NTIS), 5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, 
Virginia 22161 and the Monthly Catalog of U.S. Gov- 
ernmem Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20402. 


The public may subscribe to either hardcover or 
microfiche versions of the DAILY REPORTs and JPRS 
publications through NTIS at the above address or by 
calling (703) 487-4630. Subscription rates will be 





provided by NTIS upon request Subscriptions are 
available outside the United States from NTIS or 
appointed foreign dealers New subscribers should 


expect a 30-day delay in receipt of the first issue 


US. Government offices may obtain subscrip- 
tions to the DAILY REPORTs or JPRS publications 
(hardcover or microfiche) at no charge through thew 
sponsoring organizations. For additional information 
or assistance, call FBIS, (202) 338-6735.cr write 
to P.O. Box 2604, Washington, D.C. 20013 
Department of Defense consumers are required to 
submit requests through appropnate command val- 
dation channels to DIA, RTS-2C, Washington, D.C 
20301. (Telephone: (202) 373-3771, Autovon 
243-3771.) 


Back issues or single copies of the DAILY 
REPORTs and JPRS publications are not available 
Both the DAILY REPORTs and the JPRS publications 
are on file for public reference at the Library of 
Congress and at many Federal Depository Libranes 
Reference copies may aiso be seen at many public 
and university libranes throughout the United 
States 























END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


eb 89 























